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POPULATION,  BIRTHS,  AND  DEATHS 

POPULATION 

Population. — The  population  of  the  Borough,  as  recorded  at  the 
time  of  the  1931  census  was  147,803. 

The  Eegistrar-General  has  estimated  the  population  of  the  Borough 
as  at  rnid-year  1944  as  118,770. 

BIETHS 

Births  registered  during  1944,  and  birth  rate. — During  the  year 
2,770  live  births  belonging  to  the  Borough  were  registered . 

The  live  birth  rate  for  1944  was  23.3. 

Birth  rate  in  recent  years. — The  birth  rates  since  1934  are  as 
follows : — 


1934  

16.8  per  1,000 

1935  

17.0 

1936  

16.4 

1937  

16.3 

1938  

17.0 

1939  

16.8 

1940  

18.7 

1941  

18.5 

1942  

19.6 

1943  

21.9 

1944  

23.3 

Still  births. — In  addition  to  live  births,  107  still  birtlis  belonging 
to  Birkenhead  were  registered  in  accordance  with  Seetio]i  7 of  the 
Births  and  Deaths  Eegistration  Act,  1926.  This  is  equivalent  to  a 
still  birth  rate  of  0.90. 

Comparison  of  birth  rate  with  rates  for  country  generally: — 

Per  1,000  of  population 
Live  Still 

births  births 

England  and  Wales 17.6  0.50 

126  County  Boroughs  and  Great  Towns 

(including  London)  20.3  . 0.64 

148  smaller  towns  (estimated  resident, 
populations  25,000  to  50,000  at 

census,  1931)  20.9  0.61 

London  Administrative  County  15.0  0.42 

Birkenhead  23.3  0.90 

Sex-distributicn  of  births Of  the  2,770  live  births,  1,438  were 

nales  and  1,332  females;  a proportion  of  1,000  : 927. 

Legitimacy. — Of  the  2,770  live  births  registered  249  were  illegiti 
nate,  a percentage  of  8.98. 
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Registration  of  stillbirths. — The  107  stillhirtlis  re;/isler< d were 


classified  as  follows:  — 

Legitimate  — Afales  o() 

Females  40 

Illegitimate — Males  0 

Females  5 


107 


Tlie  stillbirth  rate  was  08  per  LOOO  total  births. 

Births  notified  during  1944. — During  the  year,  O.'ioO  births  wi-n* 
votificd,  in  tlie  Borough  under  Section  2(K1  of  the  Public  ILailth  Act, 
loot).  Of  these,  111  wei’e  stillbirths,  li-aving  a total  of  0.001  li\c  births. 
dOiis  total  inchules  births  whi(di  occurred  in  the  Hirluadiead  Maternity 
Hospital  aiid  the  BiiPeidiead  ]\Iunici])al  Hf)spital.  many  of  wliich  were 
transferable  to  other  areas. 

The  following  is  an  analysis  of  the  above  births:  — 


Births  in  Pii])lic  Institutions  : — 

Birkcidiead  Maternity  Idf)S|)ital  ...  o.M  ( 22  st  illbirths  j 
Bii'kenhead  Municipal  Hospital  ...  l)()2  (28 

BiiTenhead  Oenei’a!  Hospital  — (- 

Birtlis  in  Nursing  Homes  dOo  (11  ,,  ) 

Other  births  : — 

Notified  by  doctors  7 { — ..  ) 

Notified  by  midwives  1400  (OO  ,,  ) 

Notified  by  parenfs  — ( — ,,  ) 


OoOl  (111  stillbirths) 


Un-notified  births. — The  Registrars  reported  57  cases  of  un-notified 
births;  37  by  both  certified  midwives  and  doctors,  0 by  the  ^faternity 
Hospital  staff,  3 by  the  iMunici])al  Hos])ital  staff,  and  8 by  Annandale 
Nursing  Home. 

DEATHS 

Death  - rate. — 1,583  deaths  occurred  during  the  year;  the  total 
figure  includes  112  deaths  of  Birkenhead  residents  which  occurred 
outside  the  Borough,  but  excludes  307  deaths  of  non-residents  which 
occurred  in  the  area.  This  gives  a death-rate  of  13.3  per  1,000. 

Deaths  in  recent  years. — The  death-rates  since  1934  are  as  follows: 


1934  

12.0  per  1,000 

1935  

12.5 

1936  

12.6 

1937  

13.0 

1938  

12.1 

1939  

12.9 

1940  

16.1 

1941  

18.9 

1942  

14.3 

1943  

14.8 

1944  

13M 
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Sex-distribution  of  deaths. — Of  the  total  deaths,  849  were  males 
and  784  females,  a proportion  of  1,157:  1,000. 

Uncertified  deaths. — In  1944  there  were  2 uncertified  deaths 
belonging  to  the  area. 

Coroners’  inquests. — Coroners’  inquests  were  held  regarding  71 
deaths — that  is,  in  4.5  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths  during  the  year. 

The  Coroners’  (Amendment)  Act,  1926. — Under  the  jjro visions  of 
this  Act,  which  came  into  force  on  1st  May,  1927,  a Coroner  may 
certify  death,  after  a post-mortem  examination  has  been  held,  without 
an  inquest.  During  the  year  64  of  the  registered  deaths  (4.0  per  cent, 
of  the  total  deaths)  were  certified  in  this  way.  * 

Infantile  mortality. — There  were  163  deaths  of  infants  under  1 
year  old.  This  corresponds  to  an  infantile  mortality  rate  of  59  per 
1,000  births. 

There  were  23  deaths  in  illegitimate  infants  under  1 year  old; 
giving  an  illegitimate  mortality  rate  of  92  per  1,000. 

The  infant  mortality  rates  for  each  since  1934  are  gWen  below: 

1934  60 

1935  67 

1936  63 

1937  77 

1938  75 

1939  58. 

1940  80 

1941  102 

1942  68 

1943  74 

1944  59 

The  main  causes  of  infant  deaths  during  the  past  two  years  are 
shown  below:  — 


(a) 


(b) 

(e) 


Pneumonia  (all  forms)  42 

Bronchitis  

Whooping  cough  

Measles  

Diarrhcea  and  enteritis  37 

Premature  birth  36 

All  other  causes  


No.  in 

No.  in 

1943 

1944 

42 

30 

6 

2 

2 

1 

1 

— 

37 

21 

36 

40 

63 

69 

187 

163 

; Deaths  from  tuberculosis. — Tuberculosis  was  responsible  for  7.5 
fper  cent,  of  all  the  deaths  recorded  in  the  Borough  in  1944.  The  deaths 
jfrom  the  disease  were  as  follows:  — 

{ Deaths  from  tuberculosis  of  the  lungs  92 

I Deaths  from  other  forms  of  tuberculosis  28 


120 
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This  gives  a tu])erciilosis  (leath-rate  of  1.01  per  1,00<)  of  the 
population. 

Of  the  0*2  deaths  from  respiratory  tuberculosis  during  1944,  Ho 
occurred  in  persons  between  15  and  05  years  old — that  is,  of  a wage- 
earning  age. 

Deaths  from  certain  epidemic  diseases. — The  seven  “ princij^al 

epidemic  diseases  ” caused  81  deaths,  as  follows:  — 


Oiarrlupa  and  enteritis  (undci’  '1  years)  24 

Wliooping  cough  8 

Measles  — 

Scarlet  f^'ver  1 

l)i])htheria  ( Including  membran(‘f)us  crouji 8 


Fever  (enteric-,  typhus,  and  simple  continued)...  — 
Small})OX  — 

This  con-esponds  to  a death-rate  from  all  these  diseases  of  O.20  jici 
1,000  of  the  ])o])ulation. 

Deaths  from  other  notifiable  infectious  diseases. — Thieumonia 
caused,  in  its  various  forms,  H8  deaths,  and  cerehro-s}}inal  fever,  1 


Water  supply,  food,  and  drug. 
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WATER  SUPPLY,  FOOD,  AND  DRUGS 

WATEK  SUPPLY 

During  the  year,  89  samples  of  water  from  the  Alwen  and  other 
supplies  were  bacteriologically  examined  in  the  Laboratory  of  the 
department.  In  addition,  37  tests  for  enteric  have  been  carried  out. 

MILK  SUPPLY 

23  samples  of  milk  from  farms  outside  the  Borough  were  taken 
by  the  Veterinary  Officer  during  the  year  and  submitted  for  biological 
examination  at  the  Municipal  Laboratory.  Of  these,  1 (approximately 
4|%)  was  found  to  contain  living  tubercle  bacilli.  Ap})ropriate  action 
was  taken. 

The  Veterinary  Officer  paid  two  quarterly  visits  to  the  8 accredited 
herds  in  the  Borough  and  made  502  clinical  examinations  of  dairy 
cattle.  The  remainder  of  the  dairy  cattle,  180  in  number,  situated 
within  the  Borough,  were  subjected  to  inspection. 

(The  Veterinary  Officer,  Mr.  N.  M.  Clayton,  was  seconded  to  the 
Ministry  of  Eood  for  duty  as  from  1st  September,  1944) . 

265  samples  of  milk  were  examined  bacteriologically  at  the 
Municipal  Laboratory  during  the  year.  228  of  these  samples  were 
satisfactory,  and  37  unsatisfactory.  Suitable  action  was  taken  with 
regard  to  the  unsatisfactory  samples. 

OTHEE  FOODS ; DEUGS  . 

During  the  year  78,492  animals  were  slaughtered  in  the  area,  a 
decrease  of  25,688  on  the  preceding  year.  Approximately  350  tons 
meat  v'ere  condemned  during  the  year.  The  large  increase  in  the 
amount  of  meat  condemned  is  due  to  the  increase  in  the  number  of 
cows  slaughtered  in  poor  and  diseased  condition.  This  condemned 
meat  was  utilised  in  the  manufacture  of  non-edible  by-products.  In 
the  inspection  of  shops,  etc.,  foodstuffs  amounting  to  5,549  lbs.  and 
7944  tins  (various  sizes)  of  meat,  fish,  fruit,  milk,  and  3848  assorted 
cakes  and  pies,  and  377  lbs.  of  slab  cake  were  found  to  be  unfit  for 
human  consumption,  and  were  condemned. 

During  1944,  467  samples  were  taken  under  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Acts.  Of  these,  217  were  formal  and  250  informal;  243  were  samples 
of  milk. 

Of  the  total  number  of  samples  analysed,  34  were  reported  adulter- 
ated, and  proceedings  were  taken  in  respect  of  6 of  these.  Penalties 
were  inflicted  in  4 cases. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


Tliere  is  a furtlior  iiyjward  trend  in  the  niindier  of  iK)titicationR  of 
tiibei-enlous  diseases.  Ihdnionary  eases  show  a deerease  of  7,  hnt  — 
what  is  very  diseone.ertin^^ — there  is  a sharp  inereast*,  viz.  ‘20,  in  the 
ninnher  of  ehildi'cni  siifferin^^  fi-oiri  non-pnlnionary  dis(*ases. 

Tliis  local  inei'ease  will  pi-ohahly  ht'  foniul  to  ht'  in  conforniity  with 
the  incidence  throughout  the  rest  of  the  eonntrs.  and  is  a natural 
aftermath  of  five  years  of  war. 


Government  Allowances  (Memo  266/T) 

Sinc('  this  scheme  was  adopted  in  Ilirkenhead  in  Xovemher.  Ihl.'l. 
95  patieiits  have  ht'en  gi’anled  Maintenance  Allowances,  4 1 >iscrel ionary 
AllowauK'es  and  9 SjX'cial  Payments. 

A Mass  .Miniature  Radiography  a|)paratus  has  recently  heen  in- 
stalled in  Liverpool,  hut  so  far  this  form  of  iti vest igat ion  has  not  heen 
made  available  for  Lirkenhcaid. 

Corporation  Allowances 

During  the  year  an  innovation  has  heen  made  in  JMrkenhead 
wdiereby  all  tuberculous  patients  (pulmonary  or  non-|)uhnonary,  early, 
advanced  or  chronic)  ai’e  now  dealt  with  medically,  financially  and 
socially  by  one  Committee  of  the  Coi-poration — the  Health  ('ommittee. 
In  May  the  ]iayment  of  allowances  to  advanced,  chrf)nic  find  non- 
])ulmonary  tub('rculous  ])ersons,  who  were  receiving  Public  Assistance, 
was  transferred  from  the  Public  Assistance  (’ommittee  to  the  Health 
Committee.  2o  cases  were  taken  over  immediately;  and  up  to  the 
end  of  the  year  a total  of  55  patients  have  been  granted  financial  assist- 
ance under  this  scheme.  The  payments  under  both  schemes  are  made 
expeditiously  at  the  tuberculosis  clinic  every  Friday  by  a member  of 
the  Borough  Treasurer’s  staff,  all  cases  being  dealt  with  in  half  <tu 
hour. 

Artificial  Pneumo-thorax  Clinic 

There  was  a marked  increase  in  the  nundoer  of  artificial  pneumo- 
thorax treatments  given  during  the  year  as  is  shown  by  the  graph  on 
j.age  11. 


T uherculosis 
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DEATHS 


Adults. 


Pulmonary. 

Non- 

pulmonary. 

1938  ., 

90 

9 

1939  . 

118 

7 

1940  . 

65 

1 

1941  . 

87 

(1 

o 

1942  . 

76 

— 

1943  ., 

72 

o 

'J 

1944  . 

77 

o 

'J 

Children.  Total. 

Non- 

Pulmonary.  pulmonary. 

8 8 115 

8 6 139 

2 2 70 

5 2 97 

2 1 79 

1 1 77 

— — 80 


The  number  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  notified  during  the  year  was 
288,  made  up  as  follows:  — 


Males 

Females 

Up  to  1.5 
years  of 
age 

15  years  of 
age  and 
over 

Up  to  15 
years  of 
age 

15  years  of 
age  and 
over 

Total 

Pulmonary 

4 

123 

4 

92 

223 

Other  forms  * 

30 

8 

11 

16 

65 

Total 

34 

131 

15 

108 

288 

The  number  of  new  cases  (288)  was  somewdiat  greater  than  1943 

(271), 

The  number  of  cases  on  the  Notification  Eegister  at  the  end  of  the 
year  was  1,364.  Of  these,  1,059  (580  males  and  479  females)  were 
suffering  from  respiratory  tuberculosis,  and  305  (152  males  and  153 
females)  were  suffering  from  non-respiratory  tuberculosis. 

The  number  of  cases  on  the  Clinic  Eegister  at  the  end  of  the  year 
was  807.  Of  these,  589  (321  males  and  268  females)  were  suffering 
from  respiratory  tuberculosis,  and  218  (110  males  and  108  females) 
were  suffering  from  non-respiratory  tuberculosis. 
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BIRKENHEAD  ORTHDJWEDK'  HOSPITAL  FOR  (TIILDREN 

Patients  dealt  with. — At  the  coiijiiiejieeineiit  of  the  5*ear  there 
were  .‘18  ]jatient.s  in  the  Hospital.  'I'liei’e  was  01  admissions  during  the 


year.  These  were  classified  as  follows:  — 

Tuberculosis  of  })ones  and  joints  10 

,,  ,,  abdominal  glands  or  peritoiumm  ....  14 

,,  ,,  ccrvicfil  and  otlan*  glands  11 

,,  ,,  other  organs ti 

For  observation  and  diagnosis  0 

Non-Tubei’ciibn-  conditions  of  bones  and  joints  '1 


44u‘]-e  were  )10  patients  iindei-  tivatnient  at  the  end  of  the  \e;ir. 

Average  duration  of  stay. — For  the  patients  discharge.!  .luring  the 
year  the  a\'e)’age  length  of  sta\  in  the  hosjiital  was  '!()  \\(•ck^. 


('HF.SHllH-:  .lOlNT  SAXATOPMLM 

4’he  approN’ed  aeconnnodation  for  Lirkeidiead  cas.  s is  .‘{•J  l)cds. 


Patients  dealt  with. — At  the  heginning  of  the  y.-er  .‘Ki  Birkenhead 
pat  ients  were  nndei' treatment . 1 )uring  t he  year  40  Birin  iihead  jiatieiits 
wei’e  adi  I lit  t ed , n,')  were  dischai'gCMl,  aiid  '1  died;  patients  remained 
undc'i'  IreatuK'iit  at  the  end  f)f  the  yea)'. 


•M.-n 

' Women 

< liililreii 
(nmler  1.'.) 

’I'ot.-il 

In  oriiiiii  .I;im]:irv  1.  19-14  ...  . 

19  ’ 

17 

86 

Admitted  dnrinof  

49 

Discliargc(l  cr  lelt  Saiiatorium  dui'ing  year 

1 )ied  ill  Saiiatcriiim  

i 

1 1 

1 

2 

In  Sanatorium  December  81.  194  1 

! 

14 

'is 

LEASOWi: 

HOSPITAL 

Children. — Thei’e  were  cases  in  ]ios])ital  at  the  heginning  of  the 
year;  1 new  case  was  adndttod  during  the  year,  and  2 ha\’e  lacn 
d iseliarged  ; leaving  2 patients  in  hospital  at  tlie  end  of  tlu*  year. 

Adults. — -Tliere  were  4 feinah'  adults  in  Leasowe  Hos))ital  at  tlie 
beginning  of  tlie  year;  2 new  cases  (females)  were  admitted  during 
tlie  year,  and  4 cases  were  discharged  before  the  end  of  the  year;  leav- 
ing 2 patients  in  hospital  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


BIRKENHEAD  MUNICIPAL  HOSPITAL 

Artificial  pneumothorax  treatment.  — During  1944,  1,958  refills 
were  given  by  Dr.  Foster,  including  20  primary  inductions.  This 
represents  an  increase  of  422  refills  over  those  given  during  1943,  and 
7 more  primary  inductions.  There  were  1,550  screenings  performed 
during  the  year. 

X-ray  examinations. — During  the  year  1,108  patients  were  sent 
from  the  Tuberculosis  Clinic  for  X-ray  examination  at  the  ^Municipal 
Hospital,  an  increase  of  29  over  the  number  X-rayed  during  1943, 

21  Bronchograms  were  done  during  1944. 


T uherculosis 
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ARTIFICIAL  PNEUMO-THORAX  TREATMENTS  1932-1944 


! 


I; 

j 


I 

1 


12 


Venereal  diseases 


VENEREAL  DISEASES 


A contiiiiK’d  iiM'idciuc  of  xeiiuj’o.-d  diseases  diirini:  the  juisl 

y(‘ar  is  recorded  hy  Dr.  If luckslo(d<,  tlie  couneii’s  specialist  in  tliese 
('.oiiditiojis,  thoiieli  there  lias  lieeii  a slielit  inijirovcaiieJit  (‘omjiared  with 
D)4d,  (diiedy  in  tlie  innnher  of  cases  of  ^aaioi-rhoai.  'fhe  eoiad usioiis 
arrived  at  as  the  I'esidt  of  Die  1 flackstock’s  careliil  ohser\ation  call 
for  serious  cousideral ion. 

The  success  lioped  for  fi’oui  lit'i^ulatioii  ddlf  has  not  heeii  forth- 
coiiiing,  and  local  aulhoidties  ai-e  still  jiowei’less  to  ti-aee  all  contacts 
and  enforce  tiaaitnient  upon  those  jku’sous  known  to  he  inleeted  with 
the  disease.  wliadi  time  and  Irouhle  has  h.eeii  t'daui  to  bring  siieh 
persons  to  tlie  clinic  foi-  treatment,  !'<a'  exmnple,  hy  luuiie  xisitingu 
and  talks  to  the  infected  parents  regcmling  the  danger  tu  their  (ddldreii. 
Failure  has  mostly  been  rec(/)\led  from  these  p;  j-suasive  measures. 
There  am  still  ik.)  ])owers  to  wield  against  the  anti-social  members 
of  tlie  community,  and  syphilis  contimic’s  to  he  j-assed  on  from  jaireiit 
to  child  without  any  obstruct  ion. 

Persons  sutfeinig  from  primary  syphilis  and  gonorrluea  seek 
medical  aid  earlier  than  during'-  previous  years,  hut  in  most  eases  the 
patients  do  not  know  the  names  nor  the  addresses  of  their  consorts;  and 
when  they  know  the  names,  the  addresses  ai-e  often  so  vaguie  that 
tracing  is  impossible. 

[The  social  background  of  venereal  disease  has  been  demonstrated 
on  Tyneside  in  painstaking  efforts  to  trace  sources  of  infection  between 
tfetober,  194d,  and  .Mandi,  1944.  Out  of  a total  of  451  contacts,  only 
177  supplied  complete  information  to  c liable  visitors  to  find  the  infected 
persons.  155  attended  the  clinic;  lOd  were  suffering  from  either 
syphilis,  gonorrluea,  or  both.  Of  the  doO  contacts  looked  for.  199 
were  not  identified.  Of  the  241  identitle<l.  21  failed  or  refused  to 
attend  for  examination,  and  39%  of  the  451  contacts  gave  insufficient 
identifying  information  to  justify  attenpits  to  find  them.] 

Local  authorities  must  bear  in  mind  that  when  the  war  in  Europe 
is  over  and  the  men  and  women  in  the  seiwices  commence  to  demobilise 
tliey  will  come  back  home  to  a reservoir  of  venereal  disease  not  yet 
controlled.  Those  returning,  if  they  contracted  venereal  disease  during 
their  time  of  service,  were  obliged  by  military  law  to  undergo  com- 
])ulsory  treatment.  For  them  concealment  of  venereal  disease  was 
a punishable  offence.  What  excuse  can  we  offer  for  our  ineffective 
control  in  civilian  life?  Some  exiplanation  must  be  given  for  our 
ineffective  measures  to  control  the  spread  of  the  disease,  and  of  our 
failure  to  proxide  sufficient  money  to  finance  successful  venereal 
diseases  schemes.  Medical  science  now  holds  the  key  to  the  success- 
ful treatment  of  venereal  disease,  but  doctors  wxant  properly  equipped 
clinics  in  which  to  apply  curative  measures.  These  clinics  do  not 
exist  in  many  places ; and  when  a treatment  centre  is  available,  its 
size,  staff,  equipment  and  furniture  are  sometimes  so  incomplete  that 
many  persons  refuse  to  attend  for  treatment  owing  to  the  discomfort 
and  lack  of  privacy. 


r enereal  diseases 
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H There  is  a large  increase  since  the  war  in  the  number  of  women 
affected  w'ith  syphilis  a.nd  gonorrlicea ; many  of  these  women  are 
■ promiscuous  and  readily  accept  more  than  one  consort.  When  peace 
-comes  more  consorts  will  be  available  and  an  increase  in  venereal 
disease  may  be  expected. 

It  is  highly  desirable  that  we  should  make  plans  to  meet  this 
increase,  diminish  the  S])rea\d  of  disease,  provide  l^etter  facilities 
for  treatment,  and  make  concealment  of  venereal  disease  a punishable 
offence  and  its  treatment  compulsory. 

During  the  year  1944,  673  persons  attended  the  clinic  at  the 
' General  Hosjjital ; 161  of  these  were  suffering  from  syphilis,  204  from 
gonorrhoea,  and  3 from  soft  sore.  305  were  considered  to  be  suffering 
' from  non-venereal  complaints.  9,206  treatments  were  given  to  patients 
during  the  year. 

Details  of  attendances  and  new  cases  at  the  General  Hospital 
clinic  during  the  years  1940,  1941,  1942,  1943  and  1944  are  set  out 
below:- — 

( a ) Total  attendances 


Year 

Males 

Females 

Total 

1940 

3,688 

1,745 

5,433 

1941 

3,183 

1,975 

5,159 

1942 

4,052 

3,603 

7,655 

1943 

4,486 

5,716 

10,202 

1944 

4,161 

5,045 

9,206 

(b)  New  Cases 


Year 

Syphilis 

Soft  Chancre 

Gonorrlnea 

Non- Venereal 

Totals 

■ 

! Total 
New 
Cases 

Males 

Fe- 

males 

Males 

Fe- 

males 

Males 

Fe- 

males 

Males 

Fe- 

males 

Males 

1 Fe- 

males 

1940 

46 

17 

7 

110 

14 

94 

24 

257 

55 

312 

1941 

49 

23 

11 

— 

138 

13 

93 

25 

291 

61 

352 

1942 

47 

48 

3 

— 

110 

52 

99 

35 

259 

135 

394 

1943 

59 

43 

3 

__ 

120 

102 

214 

111 

396 

256 

652 

1944 

60 

39 

3 

— 

73 

5(5 

188 

117 

324 

212 

536 

Penicillin. — A few  cases  of  gonorrhoea  have  been  treated  witli 
penicillin  and  very  quickly  rendered  non-infections.  It  is  too  early 
to  judge  the  effect  of  this  drug  on  the  incidence  of  gonorrhoea,  as  it 
has  only  been  given  to  patients  resistant  to  other  forms  of  treatment. 
In  all  cases  treated,  four  injections  of  the  drug  were  given  over  a 
period  of  nine  hours.  This  has  been  sufficient  to  effect  a cure;  some 
of  the  cases  treated  gave  negative  urethral  smears  two  hours  after  the 
first  injection  and  remained  negative.  There  is  an  increase  in  the 
number  of  cases  of  gonorrhoea  which  have  become  resistant  to  sulpho- 
namides  which  proved  effective  in  as  high  a percentage  as  85  to  90% 
when  they  were  first  used.  This  percentage  is  now  only  50  to  55%. 
It  is  hoped  that  the  gonococcus  will  not  be  able  to  overcome  the  lethal 
effect  of  penicillin  as  it  has  sulphonamides.  This  danger  does  exist; 
and  we  can  only  hope  it  can  be  overcome  in  the  future.  An  easy 
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iiietliod  of  blocking  kidney  secretion,  which  is  without  danger,  will 
have  to  be  used  in  llie  treatment  with  penicillin;  it  is  secreted  mud 
too  qui(;kly  by  the  kidneys.  Sudicient  concentration  must  be  main- 
tained in  the  blood  stream  to  stop  the  growth  of  the  gonococcus. 


These  are  ))roblenis  of  the  futurci  which  we  hope  will  be  etTectiv(dy 
overcome  and  make  ])enicillin  a sure  and  quick  treatment  for  both 
gonorrhcea  and  syi)hilis.  The  danger  of  treating  with  jienicillin  cases 
suffering  from  gonoia'lnea  who  may  alsf)  be  })otential  sufferers  from 
syphilis  is  too  technical  to  be  discussed  further,  e.xrept  to  say  that 
the  ])roblem  is  mostly  a mattei-  of  adecpiate  sup])lies  of  penicillin,  and 
these  are  not  vet  available. 


Other  infectious  diseases 
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OTHER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

INFEC'TIOTTS  :niREA8ES  WETIC’H  AEE  XOTIEIABLE 

Below  is  a table  showing  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases 
(other  tlian  tuberculosis)  notified  during  1944  showing  ages:  — 


Disease 

UTid 

1 jr. 

1-2 

yi'S. 

2 -.3 
yrs. 

3-4 

yrs. 

A-!) 

yrs. 

.5-10 

yr.s. 

10-15 

yrs. 

1 

15-20 

20-35 

i .'I’S. 

35-45 

yr.s. 

'45-G5 
: yr.-i. 

1 05 
i yrs. 

122 

T<  tal 

Smalljiox  

















1 

1 



1 

Scarlet  fever  

7 

28 

37 

! 37 

71 

273 

104 

24 

i 15 

3 

! — 

606 

Di})litlie]-ia  and  nienibra- 

1 

1 

i 

1 

nons  croup  

2 

4 

6 

8 

6 

36 

15 

11 

21 

2 

1 — 

, 119 

Erysipelas  

— 

— 

' — 

— 

— 

I 

— 

8 

1 ^ 

16 

! 9 

1 36 

Typhus  fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

! — 

i — 

Enteric  fever  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

' — 

— 

3 

Continued  fever 

— 















— 

1 



— 

Relapsing  fever  





Cerebro-spinal  meningitis 

2 

— 

— 

■ — 

2 

3 

2 

1 

2 

1 

; 1 

— 

Encephalitis  lethargica 

1 

(acute) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

3 

Polio-encephalitis  (acute) 

__ 

i 

Poliomyelitis  (acute),..  ... 

— 

— 

1 

— 

- 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 — 

— 

3 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

35 

6 

1 — 1 

— 

43 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum 
Cholera  

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

! — 

— 

Pneumonia 

30 

1.0 

22 

15 

8 

34 

13 

9 

14 

23 

54 

30 

267 

Malaria  

— 

— 









— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

3 

Dysentery 

1 

1 

2 

1 

n 

^Measles 

42 

94 

117 

98 

134 

369 

21 

7 , 

8 

— 

1 

1 

892 

*Whooping  cough  

49 

55 

73 

56 

41 

101 

3 

~ 

2 

— 

1 

, 381 

Totals  

136 

196 

256 

215 

265 

820 

158 

55 

108 

47 

82 

41 

2379 

Made  notifiable  under  the  Aleasles  and  Whooping  Cough 
Regulatious,  dated  October  23rd,  1939. 


The  number  of  patients  treated  in  the  Infectious  Bisea ses  Hospital 
during  the  year  was  as  follows  : — 


In  hospital  at  beginning  of  year  56 

Admitted  to  hospital  during  year  719 — -775 

Discharged  from  hospital  during  year  709 

Xuniber  of  deaths  in  hospital  during  year  8 — 717 


Eemaining  in  hospital  at  end  of  year  58 


! 


If) 


Other  infectious  diseases 

An  analysis  of  the*  oases  dealt  willi  diirini:  tlie  year  is  ;:iv(ni  below; 


Patients  sent  in 
as  suffering  from 

In  hospital 
at  beginning 
of  year 

i Admitted  | I>ied 

<iuring  year  during  year 

Discharged 
during  year 

Hemnining 
in  hospital  at 
end  of  year 

Scarlet  fever  

18 

2r>]  1 

249 

19 

F, 

21 

208  1 

30 

Diplitheria 

3 

47  ' 1 

47  1 

•_> 

F. 

10 

71  1 

3 

Enteric  f(wer 

..M, 

2 

V 

F, 

1 

1 

Cerel)i'()-,s))inal  fever  

. . M . 

• i 

t 

F. 

f.  4 

1 

Erysipelas  

. . M . 

F. 

4 

4 

Measles  

10 

9 

1 

F. 

19 

1^ 

1 

Whoo])ing  Cough  

..M. 

18 

i:l 

F. 

I 

7 

1 

(')tlier  diseases 

s 

- 

1 

a 

12 

t 

1 4 

1 

Totals  . 

.')rt 

7 1 9 S 

709 

ftS 

Of  file  8 ])atients  sent  into  the  lid'eelious  Diseases  Hospital  as 
cases  of  enteric  fever,  none  wei’e  found  to  be  suffering  from  this  disease, 
'rile  final  diagnoses  were  as  follows; — 1 enteritis,  1 food  poisoning  and 
I?  lungs. 


IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA 

Immunisation  against  diphtheria  tree  of  charge  has  continued 
throughout  the  year,  although  the  number  of  (diildren  who  completed 
tlie  course  shows  a marked  decrease  compared  with  the  iirevious  year. 

The  number  of  children  whose  immunisation  was  completed  during 


the  year  wa.s  1,318,  made  up  as  follows;  — 

1 — 5 years  of  age  1.057 

5 — 15  years  of  age  237 

1,204 

15  years  and  oyer  24 

Total  1,318 


It  is  not  possible  to  state  exactly  the  total  numbers  of  children  in 
these  age  groups,  but  a fair  estimate  would  be  ; — 

1 — 5 years  of  age 


10,500 


Other  infectious  diseases 
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Out  of  this  total,  the  numbers  of  children  who  have  now  (that  is, 
by  the  31st  December,  1944)  received  a complete  course  of  immunisa- 
tion against  diphtheria  are  as  follows:  — 

Under  5 years  of  age  3,484  (33%) 

5 — 15  years  of  age  10,690  (59%) 

Total  14,174  (49%) 


The  following  tabular  statement  shows  the  number  of  children 


immunised  each  year  since  193-- 


Age  in  years  on 

St  December  of  the 
[>!' responding  year. 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

! 1942 

1943 

ider  1 vear  

- 

— 

3 

1 

1 

13 

i 0 

3 

1 

5 

18 

year  . . 

2 

1 

62 

16 

19 

31 

12 

15 

103 

419 

551 

years  

2 

s. 

29 

15 

24 

73 

45 

31 

198 

501 

465 

years  

7 

7 

42 

12 

30 

78 

32 

25 

209 

414 

392 

years  

2 

13 

62 

19 

28 

77 

28 

19 

182 

379 

382 

years  

4 

12 

201 

24 

43 

125 

43 

23 

216 

349 

246 

'years  

6 

11 

479 

29 

48 

174 

31 

19 

373 

263 

285 

[years  .. 

j 

2 

9 

580 

18 

32 

190 

45 

27 

385 

214 

320 

, years 

8 

9 

591 

13 

19 

200 

32 

27 

387 

160 

248 

years  

1 

12 

668 

10 

23 

120 

23 

18 

401 

126 

286 

.years  

— 

11 

713 

7 

5 

125 

2C 

17 

384 

117 

240 

years  

— 

1 

666 

7 

10 

96 

11 

10 

393 

112| 

292 

years  

— 

6 

557 

4 

9 

111 

11 

10 

385 

109 

298 

years  

- 

3 

532 

4 

6 

62 

9 

7 

336 

103 

198 

years 

— 

1 

306 

11 

4 

44 

3 

5 

250 

36 

208 

years  and  oyer 

9 

6 

90 

14 

9 

69 

25 

23 

132 

27 

33 

'ocal  each  year. 

43 



110 

5581 

204 

310 

1588 

373 

279 

4335 

3334 

4462 

1»44 


548 

347 

65 

57 


24 


1318 


Total  inocu- 
lated aged  un- 
der five  years 
on  31st  Decem- 
ber, 1944 

3484 


Total  inocu- 
lated aged  5-15 
years  on  31st 
December, 1944 

10690 


Total  inocu- 
lated aged  15 
years  and  over 
on  31st  Decem- 
ber, 1944 

7763 

Grand  Total 
1933-1944 

21937 


SKIN  CLINIC 

3,676  attendances  were  made  at  the  Clinic  during  the  year  by 
ulults,  and  children  under  5 years  of  age.  Details  of  the  defects  treated 
are  set  out  below. 
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Other  infections  diseases 


Infonnation  relatin^^  to  tlie  treatment  of  fieliool  ehildn  ii  may  Im* 
fomul  on  page  44  of  tins  repf)i‘t. 


Disease  or  defect 


N mnl>er  of  Uh. 

I fecth  treated  at 
the  Clwiiediirim; 
ttie  Tear 


Scabies 

(a)  Uiicom])licated  

{!))  Coiiiplir;ated  ... 

Scabies  contacts  (Ibund  to  lie  free  fi-oin  Scabies) 

Diseases  of  the  sttaip  (due  to  lice  and  nits  

Otiicr  skin  diseases 


ft  7 a 
3.‘il 
1<57 
vi: 


Total  . 


1.  Da 


MUNICIPAL  LABORATORY 

Details  of  the  work'  etirried  out  at  tlu^  Municipal  l.ahoratorv  in 
respect  of  Dirktmliend  tmd  iicighhonring  Atit lutrlt it‘s  during  the  year 
are  set  out  below:  — 


Birkenhead 


1. 1). 

lldsnital 

Mini. 

Hdspital 

Other 
Sections 
of  Dept. 

.Medical 

1‘nicts. 

Total 

Swabs  for  Diphtheria  — 

4b)s 

46 

15 

1 

1 5 

77 

Xeg 

38.0 

703 

38 

408 

1534 

Spiitnni  foi'  Tubercle  - 

Pos 

— 

223 

109 

521 

853 

AT'g 

2 

1078 

58 

257 

1395 

Blood  for  Widal 

Pos 

1 

— 

1 

3 

5 

A' eg 

1 

8 

2 

15 

26 

Blood  for  Wassormann  

— 

372 

90H 

1100 

2378 

Smears  for  Gonococci  . 

1 

104 

1688 

34 

1827 

Other  Examinations  . 

•J3 

0288 

638 

1131 

llOSO 

11791 

3411 

3484 

19175 

Other  Authorities 


Clatterbridge  County  (General)  Hospital  

Wirral  doint  Hospital  Board  Fever  Hospital  

Borough  of  Bebiugton  

Liverpool  Open-air  Hospital  for  Children.  Leasowe  ... 

County  Bokough  of  Wallasey  

Hoy  lake  Urban  District  Conncil  

Wirral  Urban  District  Council  

Xeston  Urban  District  Council  

Ellesmere  Port  Urban  District  Council  


17,658 

4.312 

596 

24 

1,074 

98 

134 

9 


23,899 


Total 


43,074 


Birkenhead  municipal  hospital 
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BIRKENHEAD  MUNICIPAL  (GENERAL) 
HOSPITAL 

An  important  development  in  the  work  of  the  hospital  took  place 
during-  the  year,  when  the  Council  decided  to  appoint  a part-time  Con- 
sultant and  Operating  Surgeon  on  the  staff.  This  appointment  was 
given  to  Mr.  J.  H.  Kawlinson,  F.li.C.S.,  and  dated  from  18th  i\fay. 
The  object  of  this  appointment  was  to  relieve  the  Medical  Superin- 
tendent and  his  deputy  of  a considerable  part  of  tlie  ]najor  surgery  of 
the  hospital,  and  allow  the  IMedical  Su])erintendent  to  devote  most  of 
his  time  to  administratix'e  duties. 

The  whole-time  Medical  Staff  of  tlie  Hospital  consists  of:  — 
Medical  Superintendent  (Dr.  R.  A.  Grant) 

Deputy  Medical  Superintendent 
Senior  Resident  Medical  Officer 
Four  Resident  Medical  Officers 

In  addition,  the  part-time  services  of 
A Radiologist 
A Physician 

An  Aurist  and  Laryngologist 
A Psychiatrist 

A Consulting  Surgeon  in  General  Surgery 
An  Orthopaedic  Surgeon 
An  Obstetrician  and  Gynaecologist,  and 
A Dental  Surgeon 

are  now  retained,  and  Dr.  Foster  and  Dr.  Dlackstock  carry  out  duties 
as  Consultants  in  their  special  subjects  (tuberculosis  and  venereal 
disease) . 

The  Hospital  is  recognised  as  a training  school  for  the  General 
Nursing  Council  and  as  a Part  1 training  school  for  the  diploma  of 
the  Central  Midwives  Board.  During  the  past  year  members  of  the 
nursing  staff  have  juissed  out  froi]i  tlie  Hospital  as  fully  trained  nurses 
and  midwives,  and  many  nurses  who  ha^'e  been  trained  at  this  Hospital 
in  the  past  are  now  serving  with  the  Queen  Alexandra  Nursing  Services 
attached  to  H.M.  Forces. 

During  1944,  4,921  patients  were  admitted  as  against  4,929  tlie 
previous  year. 

Several  wards  ^vere  provided  for  the  treatment  of  battle  casualties 
from  the  Western  area;  by  the  end  of  the  year  these  had  all  been 
discharged.  The  Hospital  is  classified  under  the  jMinistry  of  Health’s 
scheme  as  a Class  1 Casualty  Clearing  Hospital,  but  the  reservation  of 
100  beds  required  for  the  admission  of  air  raid  casualties  was  cancelled 
as  from  the  last  day  in  December.  During  the  ])ast  winter  it  Avas 
necessary  to  restrict  the  admission  of  senile  and  chronic  cases  owung  to 
lack  of  accommodation  at  the  Hospital.  At  no  time,  however,  has 
it  been  necessary  to  refuse  the  admission  of  acute  surgical,  medical 
or  emergency  obstetrical  cases.  The  strain  on  the  reserves  of  the 
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Hospital  lias  been  so  severe  this  winter  lliat  unless  altcrnali\e  acconi- 
tiKjdation  is  found  for  etironie  sick  and  infirni  cas-  s,  it  i>  ]ifjssil)l('  tliat 
jaitients  siiffeian^^  from  acute  conditions  will  rcijiiirc  In  be  r<dii>cd 
admission  in  the  future. 

A further  increase  in  the  number  of  najlhcrs  (hall  with  and 
laxbies  born  at  the  H(jspital  occurred  in  1044.  With  Ih:-  limit'  d accfun- 
modation  for  Maternity  cases  at  the  Hosjhtal,  it  has  not  bc'-n  jjossiblc 
to  deal  with  evei\y  application  foi‘  admission,  and  it  is  still  nec(  ^.sary 
to  transfer  mothers  and  bahies  frcjin  the  Maternity  Hiocdc  to  tin*  main 
Hos])ital  often  only  a few  days  followinp^  confinement,  ddie  Maternity 
Hlock  was  inspe{d(‘(l  hy  rei)rest‘ntat i\cs  of  the  ('(  iitral  Miduives  D'cml 
who  recognised  the  heavy  handicaj^s  assocdati-d  with  nbsolet'  and 
inade({uate  accomm{)dation,  and  stated  that  “ magnilicent  wtark  was 
being  done  under  very  considerable  ditf ic  dt  ies.  ” 


fn  oi'der  to  provide  bettei-  working  con(liti(nis,  a scdiemc  has  been 
draw’ll  out  for  the  delivery  of  Maternity  cases  in  the  main  llnsjiital. 
This  would  avoid  the  dangei-  of  ti'ansfers  of  mother^  during  the  })uer- 
periinn,  and  would  also  enable  the  Hospital  to  deal  with  a slightly 
larger  number  of  confinements.  TIk'  scheme  was  approved  b\  the 
Council  which  sanctioned  the  lujcessary  exi)en(lit ure,  but  u]i  to  dale  it 
has  not  been  possible  to  put  this  into  opei-ation,  as  the  suggest(*d  ward 
to  be  converted  ('ontains  sonu'  IH  senile  infii’in  rases.  It  is  not  at 
present  ])ossible  to  see  how  this  ward  can  be  utilised  until  alternative 
accommodation  has  been  found  foi’  chroiuc  and  senile  si(d\.  Between 
60  and  70  of  this  class  of  i)atlenl  is  constantly  heing  nursed  in  first- 
class  Hos})ital  beds,  and  it  is  urgently  necessary  to  j<ro\ide  suitable 
accommodation  for  tlu'se  eldeidy  |)atients,  and  so  rt  lease  beds  for  more 
ui’gent  wmrk  at  the  Hos])ital. 


Stretcher  bearers  from  the  B.K.C'.S.  still  continue  to  render 
valuable  assistance  to  the  Hospital.  Their  hel]*  is  j'articularly  appre- 
ciated in  transferring  cases  to  the  municipal  annexe  at  Arrowe  on 
Sunday  mornings.  They  have  also  kindly  assisted  the  nursing  staff 
in  the  wuirds  and  o]:)erating  theatres  after  the  day  staff  of  ])ortcrs  have 
left  the  hos])ital,  and  we  ow’e  a deep  debt  of  gratitude  to  the  lied 
Cross  for  their  kind  assistance. 

Alterations  and  variations  in  the  patients’  dietary  have  been  carried 
out  with  the  assistance  of  the  Clerk  Steward  and  the  Dietitian.  A full 
and  varied  diet  is  at  present  supplied  to  patients  and  greatly  appre- 
ciated b}'  them.  Eecently  an  additional  evening  meal  has  been  addeo 
to  the  Dietary,  but  wTiether  this  can  be  continued  or  not  dejiends 
largely  upon  the  maintenance  of  adequate  staff  in  the  Kitchen. 

Very  considerable  difficulty  has  been  met  in  retaining  a suitable 
staff  at  the  Hospital.  There  is  a great  national  shortage  of  nurses, 
particularly  of  trained  nurses,  and  IMatron  has  encountered  seriom 
difficulties  in  attempting  to  keep  wuirds  adequately  staffed.  Townrd^ 
the  end  of  1944,  this  became  an  impossibility.  W^ards  wnre  under 


lJirkcnhca(]  manicipal  hospital 


21 


staffed,  and  it  is  a regrettable  fact  that  the  same  amount  of  nursing 
attention  cannot  be  given  to  ]>atients  until  a very  considerable  increase 
in  available  nurses  takes  place. 

Domestic  and  manual  staff  have  also  provided  many  problems 
The  standard  of  cleanliness  maintedned  in  the  wards  and  corridors  in 
peace  time  has  had  to  be  lowered  owing  to  the  difficulty  in  obtaining 
suitable  staff  from  the  Ministry  of  Labour. 

During  the  year  1944,  a new  Diabetic  Clinic  has  been  instituted 
at  the  Municipal  Hospital.  The  Clinic  has  received  the  approval  of 
the  Diabetic  Association,  and  is  held  every  Tuesday  morning  under 
the  su])ervision  of  Dr.  Grunberg,  the  Senior  Eesident  i\Iedical  Officer 
and  Dr.  Eitchie,  the  Borough  Pathologist.  Cases  sent  up  by  General 
Practitioners  are  seen  as  well  as  Continiaation  cases  who  have  been  in- 
patients at  the  Hospital.  Advice  on  the  Dietetic  side  is  given  by  the 
Dietitian,  and  the  help  of  the  Laboratory  i]i  maintaining  Diabetics 
on  a healthy  footing  is  greatly  appreciated.  It  is  hoped  that  this 
Clinic  will  increase  in  numbers  as  it  becomes  better  known  in  tlie 
Town;  there  is  no  do\dE  it  is  the  best  means  of  Diabetics  maintaining 
the  highest  ])ossible  standard  of  health  during  life.  A printed  brochure 
concerning  the  necessary  diets  is  given  to  all  patients  at  a cost  of  1 
and  where  necessary  Insulin  lias  been  given  free  of  charge  to  those 
patients  who  are  otherwise  unable  to  obtain  this  drug. 
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^riic  following  t;il)le  shows  the  nun 

iil)er  of 

adnnssi(jn-,  lnrtlJ'^ 

, dis- 

charges  and  deaths  din'ing  the  yea’’:  — 

.Men  ' 

^\'(njien 

Cliildi  ell 

1 olul 

In  Hfjspital  on  hist  Dec.,  llidh 

122 

lh9 

HS 

.849 

Admissions 

Kioin  own  homes  and  other  ilos))ilals 

1947 

29S7 

7 1 d 

.8s49 

Service  cases  adinilted  

22( ) 

Ih 

2;;h 

l^d'oni  Dii’kenhead  Instil  iition  

2d 

29 

ds 

198 

hroiii  Dasthani  House  

o 

o 

— 

4 

Jlirths  in  Hospital  

— 

' — 

994 

994 

y\ir  raid  casualties  

1 

— 

1 

London  Hos))ital  Transfers:  — 

(a  ) Sitdc  

29 

11 

.84 

( 1)  j Air  Laid  casualt  ics  

1 

— 

H 

Hilleted  iMaciu'cs  

'■> 

2(> 

o 

2d 

d'otal  Cases  dealt  with  

Ihi9 

21l)h 

14h9 

4921 

Discharges 

To  own  homes  or  other  Hospitals  — 

729 

1S99 

]29d 

8917 

Service  cases  discdiarged  

291 

ih 

- • 

217 

ddy  Hirk'enheatl  Institntioji  

h2 

:;4 

d9 

12d 

Deaths  in  Hospital  

:121 

179 

'.  »2 

d92 

Loudon  Hospital  dh’ansfers:  — 

(‘0  

19 

Ih 

82 

(h)  Ail-  Laid  Casiiadties  

1 

9 

— 

1 

Hilleted  Lvacnc'es  

\} 

f > 

IS 

12 

hh 

Total  Discdiarges  and  Deaths  ... 

lh99 

21  d9 

14ds 

4928 

Cases  in  Hos))ital  on  hist  Dt'c..  D44 

111 

14h 

99 

828 

Service  cases  on  hist  Dec.,  1944  

24 

— 

— 

24 

Total  cases  in  Hospital  on  h>lst  Dec., 
1944  

Ihd 

14h 

99 

.847 

The  total  number  of  Surgical  operations 

carried  out  dui’in 

n 

year  was  as  follows:  — 

Opera tiojis  carried  out  under  :■ 
(leneral  Anaesthetics  

924 

Local  ,,  

79 

8])inal  . , 

IdO 

Intrav’enous  , . 

182 

No 

hi 

Operations  for  tonsils  and  adenoids — 
S.IM.S 

1097 

32 

Others  

h 

Eye  operations  

— ho 

14 

Nasal  ,,  

6 

Dental  , , 
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Below-  i8  a summary  of  tlie  Maternity  cases  dealt  with  at  the 
Hospital  during  1944;  — 


Total  No. 
of  women 
dealt  with 

Married 

Single 

Total  No. 
of  children 
dealt  with 

i 

Live  births  j 

•Still  births  | 

dSf) 

624 

61 

68.6 

6.67 

. ! 

•i 

1 

A summary  of  tlie  work  carried  out  at  the  X-Ray  Department 
during  1944  is  set  out  below:  — 

IN-PATIENTS 

Gases  Radiographs  takep 


Stomach  256  ...  1024 

Kidnev  107  ...  642 

Gall  Idladder  87  ...  048 

Chest  814  ...  844 

General  539  ...  1617 


OUT-PATIENTS 

Gases 


Chests  1108 

General  253 


Total  No.  of  Radiographs  taken 
Total  No.  of  Patients  screened  .. 
Electrocardiographs  taken  


Radiographs  taken 

1156 

759 

6390 

2574 

60 


Summary  of  the  attendances  made  in  the  Continuation  Clinic  and 
Out-patient  Department  : — 

New  Cases.  Attendances. 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  ..  323  ...  588 


Ophtlialmic  328  ...  589  (Spectacles 

prescribed 

96) 

Orthopaedic  67  ...  286 

Tuberculosis  45  ...  1958(21  Bronclio- 

grams) 

Dressings  148  ...  2476 

Massage  297  ...  2109 

Post-Natal  162  ...  ‘ 232 

Diabetic  41  ...  171  (Clinic  es- 

tablished 6th 
June,  1944) 

Dental  84  ...  178 

E.M.S 1 ...  65 
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Tlie  following  specimens  were  sent  to  the  Municipal  Laboratory 


(luring  the  year:  — 

J4a(jteriologieal  sj^eeimens  OUlo 

.Bio('heniieal  syjeeinieiis  

Pathological  specimens  ’Jtitis 


ARROWE  MUNICIPAL  HOSPITAL  ANNEXE 

0140  patients  wei-e  admitted  to  this  Hospital  in  1044  as  against  .‘HTj 
patients  in  1040. 

This  iiuu’ease  was  paidly  due  to  the  i’i*st rict ion  placed  on  admis- 
sions to  the  Munici))al  llosjutal  following  H Daw  and  it  l)(*c;ime 
necessary  to  obtain  the  sanction  of  the  Council  to  increase  the  numlM  r 
of  available  beds  at  the  Annexe. 

A total  of  40  beds  are  now  maintained,  and  this  has  to  s«jme  extent 
eased  the  strain  on  the  Hospital.  It  must  be  rememl)ered  that  there 
is  still  a grave  shortage  of  beds  at  tin*  .Mnnicij)al  Hosjiital  j)arti\  die* 
to  two  wards  having  been  desti-oyed  by  enemy  bombardmeiil  and  to 
other  reasons.  Undoubted  benefit  is  felt  by  patients  who  are  trans- 
ferred to  the  wards  at  the  Annexe.  It  is  felt  that  patients  following 
a stay  at  Arrowe  are  dischai'tted  iniudi  more  ])hysically  fit  tlian  if  their 
entire  eonvalenscence  had  been  spent  at  tbe  Municipal  Hos])ital.  The 
average  duration  of  stay  in  Arrowe  is  in  the  neighbonrluKxl  of  fourteen 
days. 


Men 

Women 

Children 

Total 

In  Hospital  on  31st  H('c.,  1943 

Admissions 

o 

13 

6 

21 

From  AInnicipal  Hos})ital  

Discharges 

221 

293 

125 

(-39 

To  own  Homes  

To  Birkenhead  ]\lunici])al 

IbS 

279 

110 

557 

Hosi)ital  

To  Birkenhead  Infectious 

21 

15 

S 

44 

Diseases  Hos])ital  

To  Birkenhead  Orthopaedic 

— 

— 

3 

3 

Hospital  

— 

— 

3 

3> 

To  Military  Camps  

27 

— 

— 

27 

Died  in  Hospital  

— 

1 

— 

1 

Total  Discharges  

216 

295 

124 

635 

Total  cases  in  Hospital  at 

31st  Dec.,  1944  ,7  11  7 25 


}[ent.al  (leficlcncij  Welfare  of  the  blind 

MENTAL  DEFICIENCY 


o, 


There  were  no  new  developTnents  in  connection  with  the  admini- 
strative arrangements  during  the  year. 


The  total  number  of  cases  under  the  care  of  the  iMental  Deficiency 
Acts  (■oniniittee  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  2Ho.  These  had  been 
dealt  witli  in  tlie  following  ways;  — 

Alales  Females  Total 


Under 

. 18 > ears 

.Aiental  Jdefectives  on  the  Ilegister 
placed  by  the  Coinniittee  under 

iionie  sipjervision  and  not  at  ])re- 
sent  reconiniended  by  tlie  Coniniit- 

tee  for  institutional  care  18 

Alental  Defectives  on  the  Eegister 

jilaced  by  the  Committee  under 

guardianshi])  — 

Alental  Defectives  on  the  Eegister 

])laced  by  the  Conmnttee  tem- 

])orarily  under  home  supervision 

but  recommended  by  the  Commit- 
tee for  institutional  care  as  soon  as 
accommodation  becomes  available..  9 
Alental  Defectives  on  the  Eegister 

])laced  by  the  Committee  in 


institutions:  — 

Ashton  House  — 

Brentry  Colony  — 

Cranage  Hall  7 

Alary  Dendy  Home  1 

Public  Assistance  Institution  ....  2 

Eampton  State  Institution — 

Eoyal  Albert  Institution  d 


Eoyal  Earlswood  Institution 2 

Stoke  Park  Colony  — 

Alental  Defectives  on  the  Eegister 
placed  in  institutions  (including 
State  Institutions)  by  parents, 
Public  Assistance  Committee,  etc.  d 


18  ye;irs 
over 


4 


12 


1 

27 

17 

1 


9 


Under  18  years 
IS  years  anti  over 


14  4d  110 

_ _ 4 


1 


-11 
— 1 
5 47  86 

_ __  1 

- 4 2d 

1 — 1 

_ 

_ 2 

-11 


1 11  24 


45  106  22  112  285 


WELFARE  OF  THE  BLIND 

Xo  changes  were  made  in  tlie  administrative  arrangements  during 
the  year. 

The  total  number  of  blind  persons  on  the  Eegister  at  the  end  of 
the  year  was  268 — 148  males  and  P25  females. 

The  number  of  blind  evacuees  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  4. 


2G  Housing  and  environmental  hygiene 

Maternity  and  child  welfare 

HOUSING  AND  ENVIRONMENTAL  HYGIENE 

Tills  work  still  suffered  diirijig  1944  owing  to  sliortage  of  stuff. 
The  normal  staff  consists  of  14  Jnsjieetors,  including  the  Chief  Sanitary 
inspector,  and  one  Sanitary  Inspectoi-s’  Assistant. 

Two  of  these  ai'e  serving  in  H.M.  Forces;  four  others  left  the 
service  foi-  more  luer'ative  posts,  but  onlv  one  of  the  vacancit*s  lias  Ixaei 
tilled. 

Xo  houses  wei“e  erected  during  the  yeai-  which  ilid  not  '-omjdy  with 
the  building  bye-laws. 

The  total  number  of  jn-cmises  inspected  for  housing  and  other 
defects  under  the  ihihlic  Mealtli  or  Housing  Acts  during  the  .year  was 
10,914.  2H,9HH  insjiections  were  made  for  this  purpose. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 


Although  fewer  babies  are  being  breast  fed  on  ac(-oiinl  of  war-time 
difficulties,  theii’  health  and  nutrition  are  good  and  the  I'egular  attend- 
ances made  by  young  mothers  at  the  clinics  show'  that  they  aj)preciate 
the  necessity  of  nursing  and  medical  supervision  in  the  feeding  of  their 
babies.  Almost  ex'erv  baby  who  comes  to  the  clinic  is  receiving  the 
cod  liver  oil  and  orange  juice,  and  rickets  is  practically  never  seen. 

Xutrition  is  very  good  on  the  whole  and  the  majority  of  babies 
are  w'ell  cared  for. 

Advice  is  sought  on  the  subject  of  weaning  and  mothers  are  given 
up-to-date  diet  sheets  to  hel})  them  over  this  difficult  stage. 

The  toddler,  too,  enjoys  quite  good  health,  due  largely,  no  doubt, 
to  the  concessions  made  ‘for  them  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  and 
Ministry  of  Pood. 

Clinics  are  well  attended  and  the  children  are  immunised  against 
diphtheria  when  they  attain  the  age  of  10-12  months. 

The  w'eight  and*height  of  the  average  child  are  well  maintained  and 
the  vitamins  and  milk  are  all  taken  regularly.  Deformities  due  to 
rickets  are  rarely  seen,  and  mothers  are  anxious  to  avail  themselves 
of  the  amenities  offered  by  the  various  special  clinics,  e.g.,  orthopaedic, 
eye,  ear,  nose  and  throat,  and  artificial  sunlight  clinics. 

Teeth  are  apt  to  be  neglected  and  there  is  a considerable  degree 
of  early  caries  of  the  deciduous  teeth.  A dental  clinic  for  this  age 
group  w'ould  provide  a very  useful  service. 

There  is  very  little  evidence  of  malnutrition  due  to  war-time  con- 
ditions, and  mothers  are  becoming  more  aware  of  the  advantages  of  a 
w'ell-balanced  diet. 


Mater  tiity  and  cJiild  v:  el  fare 


War-time  Nurseries 

This  year  has  been  a record  year  for  all  three  Birkenhead  Nurseries. 

In  each  establishment  there  have  been  periods  when  the  demand 
for  admission  has  exceeded  the  capacity  of  the  nursery,  and  a waiting 
list  had  to  be  compiled. 

Admission  has  always  been  limited  to  one  child  from  each  family, 
though  in  many  cases  the  working  mother  was  anxious  to  leave  2 or 
even  3 children. 


The  following  figures  show  the  mmdjer  of  attendances  made  hr 
1944  at  each  nursery:  — 


Name  of  Nursery 

Capacity 

j No.  of  cliildren  on 
register  during  year 

No.  of  attendances 
during  year 

0-2 

2-5 

U-2 

2-.5 

Cavendish  Itoad  

45 

76 

86 

3906 

8431 

Old  Oil  ester  Raad 

47 

74 

61 

3797 

7030 

Hollybank  Road 

38 

50 

63 

3664 

6781 

The  children,  whose  ages  vary  from  about  3 months  to  o years, 
tire  brought  to  the  nursery  tit  7.30  a.m.  aiul  codected  again  at  5.30 — 
6 p.ni.  During  their  stay  they  are  given  3 meals — breakfast,  dinner 
and  tea,  and  a bath. 

The  older  children,  between  the  ages  of  2-5  are  supervised  by  a 
trained  warden  and  a certihctited  teacher,  and  it  is  astonishing  to  see 
the  progress  mtide  by  these  young  children;  they  have  ;i  time-table 
and  the  daily  routine  is  strictly  adhered  to.  As  much  time  as  possible 
is  spent  in  the  open  air,  good  habits  are  learned,  such  as  teeth  clean- 
ing, washing  themselves  and  table  manners,  and  their  mental  and 
physical  needs  are  well  catered  for. 

All  children  are  medically  inspected  approximately  every  two 
months  and  any  special  defects  are  noted,  and  advice  given  to  the 
mother.  All  children  are  immunised  against  diphtheria. 

All  three  nurseries  have  suffered  from  nunor  epklemics  of 
infectious  diseases,  but  on  the  whole  the  health  of  the  children  and 
staff  has  been  good,  and  the  children  have  all  gained  weight,  and  have 
been  happy  and  contented. 

In  addition  to  caring  for  the  children  entrusted  to  them,  the 
^Matrons  are  training  young  probationers  to  become  Nursery  nurses, 
and  it  is  pleasing  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  first  five  candidates 
from  the  Cavendish  Eoad  Nursery  to  take  the  examination  for  the 
Diploma  of  the  National  Society  of' Children’s  Nurseries  were  all 
successful. 
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Midwives 

100  iiii(l\'vi\es  ^^a\'(  ii(jli<‘(*  oi'  iIk-'h-  intuiil  kjji  I*-  j.ra:-l  i;-(  ii'  tlie 
J l()roiia]i. 

Municipal  Midwives 

The  follow  is  a sniiiinaj-y  of  tlie  woiT  of  ilu*  : \ U iom  -tin ,c 
AuinieJjail  iiii(lw'i\es  on  the  staff  of  tlu*  depai-t  iiienl  ; 


Xnnihei'  of  ])Ookinpfs  S()4 

Xiiiiiher  of  l)ii‘ths  

Xniiiher  of  visits  to  patients  KhaO.-j 


Maternity  Hospital  Midwife 

Under  tlie  terms  of  the  a^freeinenl  with  tin*  MatcTiiity  Hospital 
for  doniieiliary  midwifery,  the  Hospital  midwife  carried  out  worlv  as 


follows ; — 

Xnmher  of  hool-iinps  11*J 

Xninher  of  hirths  70 

Xnmhei'  of  \isits  to  jiatients  1 .OOd 


Home  Visits 

in  eonneetion  with  the  Mateiaiity  and  ('hild  Wflfaro  Scla-mo, 


visits  w'ere  ])aid  by  the  Health  Visitors  as  follows  : — 

To  ('liildrc'ii  imdei-  1 year  (iT'Jd 

d\)  ehildren  between  1 year  i\.  d xc-ai's  Sd'iC) 

To  ex])e('tant  mothei's  ISO 

To  mothers  and  ehildren  (inisc!*]- 

laneons  matters)  d27() 

Infant  Welfare  Clinics 


At  the  infant  welfai'e  elinies  l.bdG  first  \isits  and  10.508  revisits 
were  made  by  ehildi’eu  under  5 years  of  age.  Of  these.  1,586  (who 
made  5,877  revisits)  were  examined  by  an  assistant  medical  officer. 

JSelow^  is  a table  showing  the  number  of  births  notitiedi  during  the 
year  in  tlie  areas  associated  with  each  clinic : and  the  number  of 
infants  under  one  year  who  have  attended  the  clinics  for  the  first  time. 


North 

South 

Hamilton  Sq. 

ilount  Grove 

Total 

of  births  notified 
of  infants  who 

965  ' 

991 

590 

545 

3091 

attended  

508 

(52%) 

593 

(60%) 

•227 

(40%) 

208 

(30%) 

1536 

(50%) 

Siuiplies  of  free  milk  were  given  to;  — 

78  infants 

At  the  toddlers’  clinics  250  first  visits  and  2824  revisits  were  made. 

Antenatal  Clinics 

In  regard  to  the  antenatal  ^clinics,  sessions  were  held  on  154 
occasions,  the  number  of  patients  dealt  with  1,140;  the  total  number 
of  attendances  being  3,779. 


Maternity  and  child  welfare 
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A small  amount  of  jjostnatal  work  was  carried  out  at  the  ante- 
natal clinics.  5 mothers  paid  5 visits. 


Infant  Life  Protection 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  names  of  2*2  children  were  entered  on 
the  liegister  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Section  65  of  the 
Children  and  Young  Persons  Act,  19d2. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

3 cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  were  notified  during  the  year. 
One  was  treated  at  home  and  two  were  treated  in  hospital.  Vision  was 
unimpaired. 


Maternal  Mortality 

The  Registrar-Generars  animal  statement  of  causes  of  death 
includes  13  deaths  connected  with  pregnancy  and  childbirth. 

This  gives  a maternal  mortality  rate  of  4.51  per  1,U00  births  (living 
and  still),  as  compared  with  a rate  of  1.93  for  the  whole  country. 

The  causes  of  the  deaths  were  as  follows:  — 


Puerperal  sepsis  3 

Other  maternal  causes  10 


Evacuation  of  Expectant  Mothers 

40  expectant  mothers  were  evacuated  from  the  Borough  during 
the  year. 
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Civil  defence  medical  service 


CIVIL  DEFENCE  MEDICAL  SERVICE 

Altlion^ii  (‘iieiiiv  ;icti\ily  was  resumed  over  the  Loudon  and  tlie 
Soiitliei-n  ('oiinlies  din-in^^  tlie  year  witli  pilotless  planes  and  ro(d-:et 
shells,  IK)  incidents  oeein-red  in  lids  area. 

A request  foi-  volunteers  foi'  reinforcing^  the  ( asnally  Ser\i<-e 
])ers()nuel  of  the  London  and  Southern  lic^dons  met  with  an  instant 
res])onse  fi-oiii  both  the  full  time  (|)aid)  and  ))a)-t  time  (nnj)aid')  staff 
of  file  l^hrst  Aid  Posts  in  Hirkeiduaul.  Allhon^h  they  were  ready  to 
move  at  \ery  shoil  notice  it  did  not  become  nc-eessary  foi-  them  to  do 
so.  It  was,  however.  \eiy  yratifyin^  to  know  that  the  jiersonnel  wa-re 
so  loyal  and  willing  to  assist. 

Fnr-fher  reductions  in  the  whole  timi-  paid  estahlislm lent s were 
made  during  Xo\enihei-  and  I )(>ci-ml)ei-.  the  authorised  ]»aid  establish- 
ment at  the  end  of  the  yeai-  being  H Traiiual  Xnrses  and  4 First  Aid 
Attendants. 

In  conseiiiience  of  the  reduction  of  the  jiersonnel  d fixed  fii'st  aid 
j)osts  wei-e  closed  and  the  mobile  first  aid  post  dismantled  before  the 
end  of  the  year,  when  there  remained  3 tixed  fir^t  aid  pf)sts. 


Civil  Nursing  Reserve 

There  wei-e  no  new  develojimenls  during  the  year. 

i\Irs.  G.  S.  Prentice,  Honorary  Organising  Chairman  for  the  Civil 
Xhirsing  Iveserve  for  Birkenhead,  continued  throughout  the  year  u) 
give  very  valuable  service. 


Tlie  enrolment  figures  of  all  Birkenhead  Civil  Xursing  Reserve 
members  up  to  the  end  of  the  year  who  were  giving  regular  reliable 


service  are  as  follows  : — 

F^nll  time  Xnrsing  Auxiliaries  (including 

B.li.G.S.  and  S.J.A.B.  members)  76 

Part  time  Xnrsing  Auxiliaries  (including 

B.E.C. S.  and  fe.J.A.B.  members)  ’208 

State  Registered  and  Assistant  Xurses  47 


Health  of  seJiool  cliildreri 
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staff 

During  the  year  no  changes  have  occurred  in  the  whole-time 
medical  staff  engaged  on  executive  School  Medical  Service  duties;  the 
staff  consisted  of  Dr.  E.  Blackstock,  Dr.  A.  M.  Williams  and  Dr.  Esmd 
Grant. 

Every  effort  to  replace  Dr.  Murray,  who  was  called  for  military 
service  in  1943,  by  a whole-time  officer  proved  unsuccessful,  and 
additional  part-time  ser\ices  were  obtained.  The  part-time  medical 
staff  has  consisted  of  Dr.  P.  Alarsh;  Dr.  P.  I.  Unsworth,  who  rejoined 
the  staff  in  May;  and  Dr.  iV.  Pi.  F.  Adams,  who  inspected  boys  in  the 
Central  and  Secondary  Schools  in  the  early  part  of  the  year. 

The  work  of  dental  inspection  and  treatment  has  been  carried  on 
by  one  Senior  Dental  Surgeon,  Mr.  P.  Wilson  Smith,  and  tw^o  Assistant 
Dental  Surgeons,  Mrs.  D.  F,  Wilson  and  Miss  E.  M.  Warlow. 


Orthopaedic  Clinic  for  Children 

On  the  20th  August  Mr.  T.  Hartley  Martin  was  compelled,  on 
account  of  ill  health,  to  terminate  his  appointment  as  Orthopaedic 
Surgeon  on  the  staff  of  this  Department;  and  his  death  took  place  on 
the  18th  October.  Mr.  Martin  had  been  in  charge  of  the  Orthopaedic 
Clinic  since  its  opening  in  November,  1925,  and  the  immediate  and 
continual  success  of  the  work  carried  out  has  been  largely  due  to  his 
untiring  efforts  and  to  the  great  interest  showm  in  each  individual  case. 
Mr.  Martin  was  a most  able  orthopaedic  surgeon,  and  instantly  won  the 
confidence  of  the  cliildren  who  came  under  his  care.  He  was  popular 
v.dth  his  colleagues,  his  rare  charm  of  manner  being  felt  even  by  the 
least  sensitive. 

Mr.  Horace  Davies,  M.B.,  Ch.M.,  M.Ch.Orth.,  F.E.C.S.,  who 
acted  as  locum  tenens  during  Mr.  Martin’s  holiday  period,  has  con- 
sented to  carry  on  with  this  wnrk  until  the  cessation  of  hostilities  in 
Europe.  Mr,  Davies  reports  that  since  taking  up  his  duties  at  the 
Clinic  he  has  been  impressed  by  the  high  percentage  of  preventative 
conditions,  e.g.  flat  feet,  faulty  position  etc.  found  amongst  children 
of  school  age.  The  treatment  of  postural  defects,  which  are  responsible 
for  many  disabilities  in  adult  life,  is  of  prime  importance  in  child 
development.  In  view  of  this,  special  postural  classes  have  been  set  up 
in  schools  in  the  Borough.  The  scheme  is  still  in  its  early  stages  and  in 
spite  of  war-time  difficulties  a good  foundation  is  being  laid  which  will 
show,  undoubtedly,  significant  results. 

Details  of  the  wnrk  carried  out  at  the  Clinic  are  given  on  pages 
46-49  and  56  of  this  report. 


Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Clinic 


Mr.  P.  W.  Leathart,  the  Consultant  Aurist  and  Laryngologist,  who 
resigned  his  appointment  on  the  30th  June,  has  been  replaced  by  Mrs. 
B.  M.  L.  Abercrombie,  IM.B.,  IM.li.C. S.,  D.L.O.  iMr.  Leathart  always 
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look'  the  greatest  iiiteiest  in  all  cliildi’en  refeia-ed  to  liiiii ; aii-i  tin-  <*0)i- 
ser\  ati\'e  methods  la*  eiji})l(j\  ed  w ei'e  tlie  soii)-c('  of  luiadi  iiiti-re<1  .-imoiig 
the  nieinhers  of  (lie  medical  prol'essioi]. 

Details  of  the  operative  and  other  treatment  provirled  for  children 
of  school  age  at  this  Clinic  may  he  I'ouiKt  on  jcigfs  d(i  ;ind  o(»  <1  this 
re])ort. 


Municipal  Skin  Clinic 

Most  essential  w oi-k  has  l)een  caria(Ml  out  during  tin*  ycair  ai  this 
C'linic,  whicdi  remains  nndei-  the  care  of  Die  Bla(d\'^t<»id<  and  the  Xiirsu 
in  Charge,  Miss  ikaittie. 

Although  the  Clinic  has  been  in  existence  for  such  a cornpuratively 
short  period,  it  has  become  an  indispensable  part  of  the  Borough’s 
health  service.  The  wcjrk  carried  out  is  of  vital  importance  in  that  It 
considerably  eases  the  strain  on  the  out-patient  clinics  and  in-patient 
accornmodatioji  of  the  hospitals  in  the  area. 

Although  there  has  been  a steady  decline,  throughout  the  year,  in 
the  incidence  of  scabies,  a greater  number  of  other  skin  diseases  has 
been  treated.  It  was  found  that  rather  less  than  two  treatments  (the 
average  for  the  year  was  1.82)  were  required  to  effect  a cure  for  a case 
of  uncomplicated  scabies.  This  remarkably  rapid  cure  was  possible 
only  \\hei'e  the  treatment  was  applied  by  specitilly  trained  staff  at  the 
Clinic.  No  comparable  results  could  be  achieved  by  home  treatment. 
Certain  other  skin  diseases  require  a much  greater  number  of  daily 
treatments.  These  can  be  provided  successfully  only  at  a special  Skin 
Diseases  Clinic.  At  the  Minor  Ailments  Clinics  no  provision  is  made 
for  the  treatment  of  whole  families.  It  is  essential  for  a speedy  and 
complete  recovery  that  all  members  of  a family  suffering  from  a con- 
tagious skin  disease  should  be  treated  at  the  same  time  in  order  fo 
prevent  re-infection  in  the  home. 

During  the  year  377  school  children  suffering  from  pediculosis  and 
uncleanliness  received  treatment,  which  included,  in  some  cases,  the 
provision  of  baths  and  the  stoving  of  clothes.  Many  of  these  cases  were 
referred  to  the  Clinic  by  parents,  welfare  officers,  and  the  staffs  of  the 
Invalid  Children’s  Association  and  of  the  Birkenhead  and  Wirral 
Children’s  Hospital. 

The  prevalence  of  contagious  skin  diseases  and  uncieanliness  is  largely 
due  to  overcrowded  conditions  which,  unfortunately,  are  likely  to  remain 
for  some  years  after  hostilities  have  ceased.  The  need  for  the  setting 
up  of  a permanent  Skin  Diseases  Clinic  is,  therefore,  a matter  of  great 
urgency. 


Government  Evacuation  Scheme 

In  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the  Ministry  of  Health, 
issued  in  November,  1944,  arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  return 
to  Birkenhead  of  the  majority  of  evacuated  school  children. 
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At  the  end  of  December  there  were  approximately  28G  children 
remaining  in  the  Keception  Counties.  Of  this  number  12  were  remain- 
ing for  the  purpose  of  taking  either  the  Behoo]  Certificate  or  the  Higher 
School  Certificate  examination;  and  274  have  not  returned  either 
because  of  unsatisfactory  home  conditions,  e.g.  where  mothers  are  in 
the  Women’s  Services,  or  where  there  is  insufficient  accommodation 
in  the  home;  or  on  account  of  the  fact  that- parents  have  made  private 
arrangenjents  witli  tlie  billet  liolders  for  the  children  to  remain  in  Wales. 

The  medical  and  dental  inspection  of  these  children  is  being  carried 
out  by  the  staffs  of  the  County  iMedical  Officers  during  visits  to  the 
schools  which  the  children  attend. 

I have  great  pleasure  in  expressing,  once  again,  my  appreciation  of 
tlie  willing  co-operatio]i  of  the  County  IMedical  Officers  and  their  staffs; 
and  of  the  interest  shown  in  the  children’s  welfare  by  the  householders 
with  whom  they  were  billeted.  Many  of  the  children  now  returning  to 
Birkenhead  have  benefited  greatly,  both  physically  and  mentally,  from 
their  evacuation  to  the  country  districts. 


General 

In  spite  of  the  shortage  of  medical  staff  available  for  School  iMedical 
Service  duties  every  effort  has  been  made,  throughout  the  year,  to 
complete  the  medical  inspection  of  (•hildren  in  all  the  four  a^e  groups, 
and  of  pupils  attending  the  Secondary  Schools.  With  the  exception  of 
a small  number  of  entrants,  who  will  be  examined  early  in  the  Xew 
Year,  this  has  been  achieved. 

In  view  of  the  many  war-time  difficulties  the  general  health  of 
school  children  in  the  Borough  may  be  reviewed  with  considerable 
satisfaction;  the  general  standard  of  nutrition  shows  in  a number  of 
cases  some  improvement. 

Many  mothers  continue  in  some  form  of  war  work,  and  their 
children  are  often  not  as  Avell  cared  for  as  in  pre-war  years.  A small 
number  of  children  with  previous  records  of  cleanliness  have  been  found 
suffering  from  pediculosis  ; clothing  is  often  dirty  and  inadequate ; and, 

: in  particular,  the  condition  of  footwear  is  very  poor.  Untidiness  is 
especially  marked  amongst  children  between  the  ages  of  11  and  14  years, 

1 many  of  wdioin  have  home  duties  to  perform  and  jnunger  children  to 
{ care  for  during  their  mother’s  absence. 

Unfortunately  tliere  are  still  found  a few  examples  of  complete 
; indifference  on  the.  part  of  parents  to  their  children’s  wnlfare ; no 
! amount  of  persuasion  by  either  doctors  or  nurses  succeeds  in  making 
i them  conscious  of  the  harm  Avhich  they  are  causing  by  neglecting  to 
obtain  the  necessary  treatment  for  defects  discovered  at  medical 
inspections. 

On  the  Vvhole.  however,  parents  are  more  co-operative;  and  they 
■“  are  becoming  increasingly  conscious  of  the  advisability  of  availing  them- 
selves of  all  the  services  provided  by  the  Elducation  Authority.  Their 
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growiDg  appreciation  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  during  1944  parents 
attended  at  59%  of  tlie  medical  ins})ecli(jns  carried  out  in  schools,  as 
compared  with  46%  in  the  previous  year. 

At  tlie  Nutrition  Surveys  held  in  schools  tlie  Assistant  Medical 
Officers  discover  that  many  of  the  children  selected  as  suffering  from 
malnutrition  or  sub-normal  physical  development  are  receiving,  already, 
extra  milk,  tonics  and  vitamin  preparations.  One  of  the  main  causes 
of  malnutrition  still  to  be  dealt  with  is  insufficient  sleep.  The  Assistant 
Medieval  Officers  emphasize  re})eatedly  that  many  children  are  allowed 
to  stay  up  far  too  late.  Parents  must  realize  that  an  adequate  amount 
of  sleep  is  essential  if  their  children  are  to  grow'  up  healthy  both  in  body 
and  in  mind. 

The  long  hours  of  evening  light  associated  with  Double  Summer 
Time  are  sometimes  (pioted  as  an  excuse  by  parents  for  their  failure  to 
put  their  children  to  bed  at  coi-i'ect  hours.  This  is  a poor  excuse  for 
what  is  in  fact  lacdv  of  parental  care  and  control.  In  the  moi-e  Northern 
parts  of  Britain,  befoie  the  intioduction  of  Summer  Time,  daylight 
persisted  up  till  eleven  o’clock  or  later;  but  children  were  put  to  bed  .it 
proper  hours,  and  slept. 

The  provision  of  milk  and  meals  in  the  majority  of  the  Secondary 
and  Elementary  Schools  in  the  Borough  continues  to  prove  beneficial 
to  a large  number  of  children;  particularly  to  those  wdiose  mothers  are 
unable  to  provide  a.  nnd-day  meal,  not  oidy  sufficient  in  quality  but 
suitable  in  composition — that  is  to  say  containing  the  materials  essential 
for  healthy  growth  and  maximum  })ossible  development. 


I w ould  express  once  again  my  warm  appreciation  of  the  ready  help 
given  to  me  by  the  Director  of  Education  and  his  staff;  and  of  their 
continual  interest  in  the  work  of  the  School  Medical  Service. 
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, MEJDICAL  INSPECTION 

{see  note  a) 

A.  — ROUTINE  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS 
Number  of  Inspections  in  the  Prescribed  Groups  (see  note  h)  — 

Entrants  2133 

Second  age  group  1494 

Third  age  group  1271 


Total  4898 


Number  of  other  Koutine  Inspections  (see  note  r) 

Eourtli  age  group  1285 

Nursery  Classes  36 


Total  1321 


Grand  Total  6219 


B.— OTHER  INSPECTIONS 

Number  of  Special  Inspections  (see  note  d)  3963 

In  schools  24 

In  clinics  3939 

Number  of  Re-inspections  (see  note  e)  3371 

In  schools  1426 

In  clinics  1945 


Total  7334 


CHILDREN  FOUND  TO  REQUIRE  TREATMENT 

Number  of  individual  children  found  at  routine  medical  inspection 
to  require  treatment  (excluding  defects  of  nutrition,  uncleanliness  and 
dental  diseases) . 

Note. — No  individual  child  is  counted  more  than  once  in  any 
column  of  this  Table;  for  example,  a child  suffering  from  defective 
vision  and  from  adenoids  appears  once  in  Column  2,  once  in  Column 
3 and  once  only  yci  Column  4.  Similarly  a child  suffering  from  two 
defects  other  than  defective  vision  appears  once  only  in  Column  3 and 
once  in  Column  4. 


Group. 

0) 

For  defectire  vision 
(excluding  .squint) 

(2) 

For  all  other 
conditions  recorded 
in  table  on  p.  37 
(S) 

Total. 

(4) 

Entrants 

i 

^ 10 

250 

259 

Second  Age  Group 

97 

132 

229 

Third  Age  Group  

88 

107 

194 

Total  (Prescribed  Groups)  

I 195 

489 

682 

Other  Routine  Inspections 

66 

108 

1 

171 

Grand  Total 

' 261 

597 

853 
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xo'i'RS  OX  'I'Ain.j'S  :r>  . 

(a)  The  return  refers  to  a complete  calendar  year. 

{b)  This  heading  relates  solely  to  the  routine  medical  inspection  of  the 
three  ordinary  age  groups,  i.e.,  to  medical  inspection  carried  out 

(i)  in  compliance  with  Article  17  of  the  Consolidated  Regulations 

relating  to  Special  Seivices— Orant  Regulations  Xo.  19;  which 
states  that  “ ihe  authority  must  provide  for  the  medical 
insjiection  of  all  ehihlren  in  imblic  1-lleinentary  Schools  as  soon 
as  possible  in  ihe  twelve  months  following  a)  their  first 
ariniission  to  a ihiblir  Klcmentary  School  and  d»  iheir  attaining 
the  age  of  8 years  and  c,  their  attaining  ihe  age  of  1:1  years.” 

(ii)  on  the  school  pi'cniises  for  at  a place  specially  sain  tioned  by  the 

hoard) ; 

dii)  for  the  purpose  of  making  a report  on  each  child  on  the  lines 
of  the  ai)proved  Schedule  set  out  in  Circular  082. 

(c)  Under  this  heeding  is  reciud- d routine  ins|iecii<;ns.  if  any,  oi 
children  who  do  not  fall  under  the  tliiee  prescribed  agf-gioiips,  e.y.. 
routine  inspections  of  a foindh  ag(*-gronp  'children  who  are  eligible  to  leave 
school  at  the  end  of  the  term  in  which  the  inspection  takes  pla(  e)  or  of  other 
groups  of  children,  as  distinct  from  iliose  who  are  individually  selected  on 
account  of  some  suspected  ill-health  for  “ Spei  ial  ” Inspec  tion. 

(d)  A Special  Inspection  is  a medical  inspection  by  the  School  Medical 
Officer  himself  or  by  one  of  the  Medical  Officers  on  his  staff  of  a cliild 
specially  selected  or  refen-ed  for  such  inspection,  i.e.,  not  inspected  at  a 
routine  medical  inspection  as  defined  above.  Such  children  may  be  selected 
by  the  Medical  Officer  during  a visit  to  the  School  or  may  be  referred  tu 
him  by  the  Teachers,  School  Xiirses,  .Attendance  Officers,  Parents,  or  other- 
wise. It  is  immaterial  for  the  purpose  of  this  heading  whether  the  children 
are  inspected  at  the  School  or  at  the  Inspection  Clinic  or  elsewhere.  If  a 
child  happens  to  come  before  the  School  Medical  Officer  for  special  inspec- 
tion during  a year  in  which  it  falls  into  one  of  the  routine  groups,  its 
roiitine  insi)ection  is  entered  in  Pari  A (d  llu*  labh*  mi  page  :T)  headed 
” Routine  Inspections  ” and  its  special  inspeidion  in  Part  B.  The  inspection 
recorded  under  the  heading  of  special  inspections  is  only  the  first 
inspection  of  the  child  so  referred  for  a particular  defect. 
If  a child  who  has  been  specially  inspected  for  one  defect  is  subsequently 
specially  inspected  for  another  defect,  such  subsequent  inspection  is 
recorded  as  a Special  Inspection  and  not  as  a Re-inspection. 

((•)  Under  this  heading  is  entered  the  medical  inspections  of  children 
who  as  the  result  of  a routine  or  special  inspection  come  up  later  on  for 
subsequent  re-inspection,  whether  at  the  School  or  at  the  Inspection  Clinic. 
The  first  inspection  in  every  case  is  entered  as  a routine  or  special  inspec- 
tion as  the  case  may  be.  Every  subsequent  inspection  of  the  same  defect 
is  entered  as  a re-inspection. 

Nothing  is  included  under  the  head  of  special  inspections  or  re-inspec- 
tions except  such  inspections  as  are  defined  above.  Attendances  for  treatment 
by  a Nurse,  or  for  examinations  by  anyone  other  than  a Doctor  on  the 
staff  of  the  School  Medical  Service,  are  not  recorded  as  medical  inspections. 
If,  however,  at  any  such  attendance  a child  is  also  examined  by  one  of 
the  Authority’s  Medical  Officers,  this  is  recorded  as  a special  inspection  or 
re-inspection  as  the  case  miay  be,  even  if  treatment  is  also  given;  but  such 
attendance  is  also  of  course  recorded  as  an  attendance  for  treatment. 
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RETURN  OF  DEFECTS  FOUND  BY  MEDICAL  INSPECTION 


Routine  Inspections,  Special  Inspections 


No.  of  defects 


No.  of  defects 


Defect  or  disease 


Requiring 
'to  be  kept 


Requiring 
to  be  kept 


Requiring  under  ob-  Requiring  under  ob 
servation,' 

treatment  but  not  treatment 


(l) 


-Scalp, 

-Body 


^kin  (1)  Ringworm 

(2) 

(3)  Scabies 

(4)  Impetigo 

(o)  Other  disea.se.s  (non-tuberculous) 

Kye  (6)  Blepharitis 

(7)  Conjunctivitis  

(8)  Keratitis  ••  • 

(9)  Corneal  ulcers ••• 

(10)  Other  conditions  (excluding  defective 

vision  and  squint)  

(11)  Defective  vision  (excluding  squint)... 

(12)  Squint 

Ear (13)  Defective  hearing 

(14)  Otitis  media  

(15)  Other  ear  diseases 

(16)  Chronic  tonsillitis  only  

(17)  Adenoids  only  

(18)  Chronic  tonsillitis  and  adenoids 

(19)  Other  conditions  

(20)  Enlarged  cervical  glands  ( noii-tuhe rculous ) 

21)  Defective  speech 

Heart  and  <22)  Heart  diseaae^Orgai.ic  

ri, 2')  ^ v -Functional  

Lungs  (25)  Bronchitis  

(26)  Other  non-tuberculous  diseases  ... 
Tuberculosis  (27)  Pulmonary — Definite  

(28)  • ,,  Susjiected  

(29)  Non-pulmonary — Glands 

(30)  ,.  Bones  and  joints 

(31)  „ Shin  

(32)  ,,  Other  forms 

Nervous  system.. ifZ)  Epilepsy  

(34)  Chorea 

(35)  Other  conditions  

Deformities  (36)  Rickets  

(37)  Spinal  curvature  

(38)  Other  forms  


Nose  andr 
throat. 


Nutrition, 


TOTAL. 


requiring 

treatment 


.servation - 
but  not 
requiring 
neatment 


(2) 

(3)  i 

(4) 

(5) 

2 

7 ; 

9 ! 

1 

17 



27  1 

1 

368  1 



7 

— 

82  1 



14  ' 

2 

197  ! 



1 14 

4 

74 



i 6 

— 

71 

— 

j — 

— 

— 

• — 

— ; 

— 

— 

— 

18  ' 

4 

91 

1 303 

84 

55 



i 27 

10 

14 



! 

— 

17  ' 



i 7 ' 



37 



33 

4 

208 

. 

42  ^ 

35 

205  j 

— 

i 

2 

4 i 

i — 

1 0 

— 

20 

— 

1 44 

2 

125 

— 

! 6 

6 

39 

— 

i 4 

7 

1 9 

1 

i 1 

— 

1 

— 

1 27 

25 

6 



: 50 

! 8 

! 45 



i 14 

10 

9 



7 

11 

9 

— 

— ■ 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

4 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

4 



2 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 



49 

55 

. 53 



1 144 

68 

; 2087 

! 

— 

1 875 

( 

345 

' 3863 

i 

— 

88 
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CLASSIFICATION  OF  THE  NUTRITION  OF  CHILDREN 
INSPECTED  DURING  THE  YEAR  IN  THE 
ROUTINE  AGE  GROUPS 


(see  Administrative  Memorandum  No.  124,  dated  31st  December,  1934) 


1 

i N'miilier 

1 

( 

. 

I) 

Age  Groups 

' ,,f  1 (Kxcelleiit) 

1 (aiildren 

(Nonii;ii) 

(Slightly 

.suhintrmal) 

(Had) 

dnspecteil 

j No. 

1 ' ■ 

No 

i • 

No. 

G/ 

1 -■* 

No. 

Kritraiits 

i 

.:o 

2-81 

1N4  1 

i Stj-  i;, 

227 

10  Ol 

2 

•10 

Second  Ago  (liHiup 

1 ]4;-M 

78 

1 

y-oo 

2 

.14 

Tliifd  Age  Oiuuj)  

(Jther  Routine  | 

]-27\ 

12 

10>7 

i 

^ y:r:,2 

i 

1 12 

11-17 

— 

lns))ecti<)n.s  j 

]r,2i 

c> 

lOsp  1 

j 

1 82-21 

j 

1 17 

11  -Ri 

— 

— 

I'otul j 

1 

f;2in 

1 

2t)S 

ini 

r.296  j 

8.V16  ’ 

G.'.l 

10-47 

4 

•00 

RETURN  OF  ALL  EXCEPTIONAL  CHILDREN  IN  THE  AREA 

This  return  is  in  respect  of  all  exceptional  children  in  the  area, 
and  is  not  confined  only  to  those  for  whnm  suitable  accommodation  is 
available. 

For  the  purpose  of  this  Table  no  child  is  included  who  has  not  been 
examined  by  the  School  Medical  Officer,  by  a medical  member  of  the 
Authority’s  staff,  or  by  the  Tuberculosis  Officer. 

The  table  is  made  uj)  from  the  list  of  exceptional  children  as  it  stood 
on  the  last  day  of  the  calendar  year. 

Children  sent  b.v  the  Authority  to  Day  or  Residential  Schools 
outside  the  area  are  included  in  this  table;  children  who  are  living  in 
Residential  Schools  in  the  area,  or  attend  Day  Schools  in  the  area,  but 
who  come  from  other  areas,  are  not  included. 

No  child  is  entered  under  more  than  one  heading  in  this  form 

BLIND  CHILDREN 

A blind  child  is  defined  by  Section  69  of  the  Educntion  Act,  1921, 
as  one  who  is  too  blind  to  be  able  to  read  the  ordinary  school  books 
used  by  children.”  This  definition  covers  some  children  who  are 
totally,  or  almost  totally,  blind  and  can  only  be  appropriately  taught  in 
a school  for  blind  children,  and  others  who  have  partial  sight  and  can  be 
appropriately  taught  in  a school  for  partially  sighted  children.  Only 
the  first  class  is  included  in  this  section. 

Number  at  Certified  Schools  for  the  Blind  6 

PARTIALLY  SIGHTED  CHILDREN 

In  this  section  are  included  only  children  who,  though  they^'  cannot 
read  ordinary  school  books  or  cannot  read  them  without  injury  to 
their  eyesight,  have  such  pownr  of  vision  that  they^  can  appropriately 
be  taught  in  a school  for  the  partially  sighted. 
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Children  who  are  able  by  means  of  suitable  glasses  to  read  the 
ordinary  school  books  used  by  children  without  fatigue  or  injury^  to 
their  vision  are  not  included  in  this  table. 

Number  on  register  29 

During  the  year  5 new  cases  were  added  to  the  register. 


Below  is  a classification  of  the  defects  from  which  these  partially 
sighted  children  suffer  : 


Congenital  cataract  ajid  nystagmus  1 

Cataract  and  congenital  absence  of  iris  ...: 1 

Coioborna  choroid  and  nystagmus  1 

Congenital  cataract  4 

Myopia  hi 

Hyperrnetropia  3 

Coloboina  of  the  iris  aiid  choroid  1 

Coloboma  of  the  iris  wdtli  ieiicoina  1 

Nystagmus  1 


29 


DEAF  CHILDRiEN 

A deaf  child  is  defined  by  Section  69  of  the  Education  Act,  1921, 
as  one  who  is  “ too  deaf  to  be  taught  in  a class  of  hearing  children  in 
an  elementary  school.”  This  definition  covers  some  children  who  are 
i totally,  or  almost  totally,  deaf  and  can  only  be  appropriately  taught  in 
a school  for  deaf  children,  and  others  wdio  have  partial  hearing  and  can 
be  appropriately  taught  in  a school  for  partially  deaf  children.  Only 
the  first  class  is  included  in  this  section. 

Number  at  Certified  Schools  for  the  Deaf  18 

PAETIALLY  DEAF  CHILDEEN 

In  this  section  are  included  children  who  can  appropriately  be 
taught  only  in  a school  for  the  partially  deaf. 

Number  on  register 11 

; MENTALLY  DEFECTIVE  CHILDEEN 

i Mentally  defective  children  are  children  who,  not  being  imbecile 
I and  not  being  merely  dull  or  backward,  are  incapable  by  reason  of 
■ mental  defect  of  receiving  proper  benefit  from  the  instruction  in  the 
ordinary  Public  Elementary  Schools,  but  are  not  incapable  by  reason  of 
that  defect  of  receiving  benefit  from  instruction  in  special  schools 
for  mentally  defective  children. 

The  following  table  includes  all  such  children  except  those  who 
have  been  notified  to  the  Local  Authority  under  the  Mental 
Deficiency  Acts  in  accordance  with  Article  3 of  the  Mental  Deficiency^ 
(Notification  of  Children)  Eegulations,  1928.  Particulars  relating  to 
these  children  are  entered  in  the  return  of  notified  children  (see 
- followdng  page) . 

Number  on  register 


98 
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Claughton  Road  Council  School. — In  "accordtince  with  the 
arrangements  for  ascertainment,  examinations  of  children  suspected 
to  be  mentally  defective  were  held  at  various  schools  and  clinics  during 
the  year  by  the  Assistant  Medical  Officers. 

The  results  of  these  examinations  are  set  out  below: 

Total  number  examined — Boys  

Girls  

— 4r, 

Number  ceriitied  as  mentally  detective— Boys  is 

Girls S 

^ 20* 

* Full!'  of  these  were  recoai  ii  -inled  for  ;i(hiii.s«iio)i  lo  a rosiileiilial 
special  school  aiui  tliree  were  iiotitied  to  the  hocal  Authority 
under  the  .Mental  I )oticiency  Acts. 

Number  recommended  to  continue  in  attendance 

at  ordinary  elemeniary  schools — Boys 10 

Girls 10 

— 20 

During  tlie  year  Dr.  William.^  re-tcxamined  a number  <d  children  who 
wei('  ill  attenriaiice  at  Claiigliton  Boad  .School. 

The  results  of  the  examinations  are  set  out  bi  low  : 

'I'otal  number  examined— Boys  3:? 

Girls  10 

Toial  Wl 

Number  recommended  for  admission  to  an  ordinary 

elementary  school— Boys  1 

Girls  — 

I'otal  1 

Number  recommended  for  admission  to  the  Glass  for 

Partiallv  Sighted  Children— Boys  1 

Girls  — 

Total  1 

Number  recommendetl  to  continue  in  attendance  at 

Claughton  Road  School— Boys  23 

Girls  17 

Total  40 

Number  notified  to  the  Local  Authority  under  the 

Mental  Deficiency  Acts— Boys  8 

Girls  2 

Total  10 

A total  of  22  children  left  school  during  the  year 

[a)  on  reaching  the  age  of  16  years  6 

(b)  * before  reaching  the  age  of  16  years  16* 

+ Ten  ot  these  were  notified  to  the  Local  Authority  under  the  3Iental 
Deficiency  Acts,  two  were  sranted  leave  of  absence,  one  vas 
transferred  to  the  Class  for  Partially  Sighted  Children,  one  was 
transferred  to  an  ordinary  elementary  schoo]  and  two  who  were 
evacuees,  returned  to  London. 
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In  addition  to  the  above  examinations  which  were  carried  out  bv 
the  Assistant  School  i'.redical  Officers  14  difficult  or  maladjusted 
children  were  referred  to  Mrs.  Barton  Hail,  the  Consultant  Psychiatrist, 
at  the  request  of  teachers,  parents  and  general  medical  practitioners. 

After  the  examination  of  each  child  the  parent,  or  guardian,  was 
interviewed  and  advised  with  regard  to  the  treatment  and  to  the  method 
of  training,  both  at  home  and  at  school^  which  would  prove  most 
beneficial  to  the  child. 

Mental  Deficiency  (Notification  of  Children)  Regulaturns , 1928. — 

Statement  of  the  number  of  children  notified  during  the  year  ended  31st 
December,  1944,  by  the  Local  Education  Authority"  to  the  Local 
Mental  Deficiency  Authority. 


Total  number  of  children  notified  13 

Analysis  of  the  above  total 

Diagnosis  ; Boys  ! Girls 


1.  (i)  Children  incapable  of  receiving  hcucfit  ov  farther 

benefitfrom  inscruction  in  a Special  Sclioo 

(a)  Idiots  

{h)  Imbeciles 

(c)  Others  

(ii)  Children  unable  to  be  instructed  in  a Special 
School  without  detriment  to  the  interests  of  other 
children : 

{a)  Moral  defectives 

(&)  Others  

11 

2 

2.  Feeble-minded  children  notified  on  leaving  a Special 

School  on  or  before  attaining  the  age  of  16 

3.  Feeble-minded*children  notified  under  Article  3,  be. 

“special  circumstances”  cases  

— 

1— — ■■■■ 

4.  Children  who  in  addition  to  being  mentally  defective 
were  blind  or  deaf 

— 

- 

Total I 

11 

2 
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E PILEPTIC  CH  ILDPt  EN 

Jij  this  ])art  oi  tliu  talhe  '>niy  tliosc  cliildreii  arc  iiicladed  who 

arc  c|/iie]jtic  within  liic  meaning  of  the  Act,  in*.,  cliildrcn  uiio,  not 

being  idiots  or  imbeciles,  are  unfit  by  reason  ol  st  vere  ej41e|.s\  to 
attend  the  oi-dinaiy  Ihjblic  I'llemantaiy  Schools. 

( t*  or  ])ractjcal  [ujijjoses  tlie  ihjard  ai  e of  o|;iiji(jn  that  childj  ; Ji  \\  iio 
<•!(■('  subject  to  attacks  ol  n^ajo)’  f|ale|isy  in  schocjl  should  be  ff-corded 

as  “ sevei'e  ” cases  and  excluded  fi'om^  oi-diiiary  Public  Elementarv 

Scliools.) 

Xumbe)’  on  r('‘nsler  0 


PH  YSICA  ELY  1)1' EE(  HI  VE  Cl  1 1 EDllEX 

Tl  HHHCUI.OUS  CHILIJHEN 

Only  children  diagnosed  as  tuberculous  and  rct^uiring  treatment 
for  tuberculosis  at  a saiuitorium,  a dispensary,  or  t ls'*where  are  recorded 
in  this  Cvategory.  ('hildi'en  suffej-ing  from  crip])ling  due  to  tuberculosis 
which  is  regarded  as  being  no  longer  in  need  of  treatment  are  recordf  d 
as  crippled  children,  provided  that  the  degree  of  i'rij)pling  conforms  to 
the  description  of  a crippled  child  given  at  the  head  of  Section  ('  below. 
All  other  tuberculous  children  who  are  regarded  as  being  no  longer  in 
need  of  treatment  are  recorded  as  delicate  children  j>rovided  the  i\P  dical 
Officer  is  ju'eiaired  to  certify  under  Section  55  of  the  Piducaticin  Act, 
1921,  that  tliey  are  inca])ahle  by  reason  of  physical  defect  of  receiving 
proper  benefit  from  the  instruction  in  the  ordinary  Public  Elementary 
Schools. 


I.— a ilLDKKN  .Slil  FEHlNG  I ’RO.M  PUI.MON.\RV  'riJBF.IfCl  T.OSIS 
(Including  pleura  and  intra-thoracic  glandsj 

Xumber  on  register  35 

-CHILDRI'N  SUFFERIXCi  F1U)M  NON-PI  LMONARY  TFBFRCI ’LOSIS 
(This  category  includes  tuberculosis  of  all  sites  other  than 
those  shown  in  (I)  above) 

Xumber  on  register  183 


B.— DELICATE  CHILDREN 
This  section  is  confined  to  children  (except  those  included  in  othei 
groups)  \vhose  general  health  renders  it  urgently  desirable  that  they 
should  be  specially  selected  for  admission  to  an  Open  Air  School.  Such 
children  are  included  irrespective  of  the  actual  provision  of  Open  Air 
Schools  in  the  area,  or  of  the  practicability  in  present  circumstances 
of  sending  the  children  to  Eesidential  Schools.  Children  are  not 
classed  as  suitable  for  admission  to  an  Open  Air  School  unless  the 
Adedical  Officer  is  prepared  to  certify  under  Section  55  of  the  Education 
Act,  1921,  that  they  are  incapable  by  reason  of  physical  defect  of 
receiving  proper  benefit  from  the  instruction  in  the  ordinary  Public 
Elementary  Schools. 

Xumber  on  register  2 
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The  impression  must  not  be  conveyed  that  there  are  only  two 
children  of  school  age  wlio  would  benefit  from  instruction  in  an  Open 
x\ir  School.  There  would  be  no  difficulty  in  selecting  hundreds  of 
children  who  would  benefit  both  physically  and  mentally  from  the 
special  environment  and  special  instruction  which  such  a school  would 
provide. 


C.— CRIPPLED  CHILDREN 

This  section  is  confined  to  children  (other  than  those  diagnosed 
as  suffering  from  tuberculosis  and  in  need  of  treatment  for  that 
disease)  who  are  suffering  from  a degree  of  crippling  sufficiently  severe 
to  interfere  materially  with  a child’s  normal  mode  of  life,  i.e..  children 
who  generally  speaking  are  unable  to  take  part,  in  any  complete  sense, 
in  physical  exercises  or  games  or  such  activities  of  the  school  curricu- 
Juni  as  gardening  or  forms  of  liandwork  usually  engaged  in  by  other 
children,  and  in  whose  case  the  Medical  Officer  is  prepared  to  certify 
under  Section  55  of  the  Education  Act,  1921,  that  they  are  incapable  by 
reason  of  such  physical  defect  of  receiving  proper  benefit  from  the 
instruction  in  the  ordinary  Public  Elementary  Schools. 

Xumber  on  register  9 

D.— CHILDREN  WITH  HEART  DISEASE 
This  section  is  confined  to  children  in  whose  case  the  Medical 
Officer  is  prepared  to  certify,  under  Section  55  of  the  Education  Act, 
1921,  that  they  are  incapable  by  reason  of  such  physical  defect  of 
receiving  proper  benefit  from  the  instruction  in  the  ordinaiw^  Public 
Elementary  Schools. 

Number  on  register  14 

CHILDEEN  SUFFEEING  FEOM  MULTIPLE  DEFECTS 

IMental  Defect  (Feeble-minded  and  Partially  Blind) ...  1 

Alental  Defect  (Feeble-minded  and  Epileptic)  2 

Mental  Defect  (Feeble-minded  and  Heart  Disease)  1 

Hearing  Defect  (Epileptic  and  Deaf)  1 

Sight  Defect  (Partially  Blind  and  Partially  Deaf)  ...  1 
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RETURN  OF  DEFECTS  TREATED  DURING  THE  YEAR 

(see  note  a) 

GROUP  I.— MINOR  AILMEN'l’S  (excluding  Uiirleanliness,  for  which 

see  Page  51. 


Disease  or  defect 


(1) 

Skin, — 11  i n g \\  ■ o n 1 1 — .s  ca  1 1 ) — 

(i.)  X-Kay  treatinent 
(ii. ) Other  treatiin'iit 

Kiiigwoi'iii — body  

Scabie.s  

Iiii[)etigo 

Other  skin  disease  

Minor  eye  defects  

(^external  and  oilier,  but  e> 
falling  in  Group  II.) 

Minor  ear  defects  

Minor  nose  and  throat  defects  ... 

Miscellaneous 

{e.g.,  minor  injuries,  hrui.si 
blains,  &c.) 

Tot 


Tlie  number  of  cdiiltlren  wlio  received  treatment  at  tlie  Genera] 
School  Clinic  was  1,985.  The  total  attendances  numbered  9,301. 

Hiiring  tlie  past  year  the  Health  Visitors  paid  GOS  visits  to  the 
homes  of  cliildren  with  defects  in  connection  with  “ following  up  ” — 
560  first  visits,  48  re-visits. 


GROUP  II.  -SCARIES  AND  OTHER  SKIN  DISEASES  (excluding  defects 
treated  at  the  Minor  Ailments  Clinics) 


1 

Disease  or  defect. 

Number  of  defects  treated 
at  tile  .skin  Clinic  during 
the  year. 

Scabies  : 

{a)  nil  complicated  

542 

(ft)  complicated  

328 

Scabies  contacts  (found  to  be  free  from  scabies) 

1S9 

Secondary  dermatitis  (following  scabies)  

39 

Diseases  of  the  scalp  (dne  to  lice  and  nits)  

' 367 

Other  skin  diseases 

i -206 

Total 

1671 

The  total  attendances  made  to  the  Clinic  dmdng  the  year  numbered 
5,477. 


An  average  of  1.82  treatments  only  were  required  to  effect  a cure 
for  each  case  of  uncomplicated  scabies. 


Niiinber  of  defects  treated,  or  under 
treatinent,  during  the  year. 


Under  tlie 
Aiit  hority  s 
scheme 
(.see  note  b) 
rl) 


Otlieru  ise 


Tot  a I 


(4) 


1 1 
:ia 
71 
1 :5b 


14 

71 

1 


'jcludillg  ease 


Ib'.t 


“JOO 


es,  sores,  ehil- 


al 


•JO  7 
1 .'.b 
1105 


2024 


207 

15s 

1199 


2031 
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GROUP  III.— DEFECTIVE  VISION  AND  SQUINT  (excluding  Minor  Eye 
Defects  treated  as  Minor  Ailments— Group  l.) 


i 

1 

Number  of  defects  dealt  with 

Defect  or  disease 

Under  the 
Authority’s 
scheme 

Otherwise 

Total 

(see  note  h)  | 

* i 

(1)  ' 

o 

(3) 

(4) 

Errors  of  refraction  (including  squint)  

o77 

19 

596 

Other  defect  or  disease  of  the  eyes 
(excluding  those  recorded  in 
Grou])  1)  

10 

1 

1 

10 

Total 

587 

i 

19 

606 

Under  tlie 
Authority’s 
.scheme 

Otherwise 

Total 

No  of  children  for  whom  spectacles  were 

(ft)  Prescribed  

562 

19 

581 

(6)  Obtained  ... 

466 

19 

485 

Dr.  Williams  continued  in  charge  of  the  Eye  Clinic. 

Care  is  taken  to  secure  that,  so  far  as  can  be  judged  without  any 
elaborate  system  of  investigation,  only  those  parents  who  are  not  in  a 
position  to  obtain  private  attention  to  their  children’s  eyes  are  allowed 
to  avail  themselves  of  the  facilities  provided  at  the  clinic. 

During  the  year  385  new  cases  were  examined.  Spectacles  were 
prescribed  for  207  of  these,  the  remainder  being  found  to  be  emmetropic 
or  cases  for  whom  spectacles  were  of  no  benefit.  585  children  attended 
for  re-examination  and  466  pairs  of  spectacles  (new  or  replaced)  were 
supplied. 

Included  in  these  totals  is  a small  number  of  pre-school  children 
who  were  referred  from  Toddler  Clinics  by  the  Assistant  Medical 
Officers.  26  new’  cases  were  examined  and  14  children  attended  for 
re-examination.  24  of  the  30  pairs  of  spectacles  wdiich  w’ere  prescribed 
were  obtained  before  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  total  cost  of  all  the  spectacles  which  w’ere  ordered  during  the 
^ear  (including  those  ordered  for  secondary  school  and  pre-school 
children)  was  £252.  0.  8d.,  of  w’hich  the  parents  were  required  to  pay 
£250.  0.  lOd.  The  total  sum  collected  during  the  year  (including 
arrears  from  previous  years)  was  £247.  11.  3d, 
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4‘i  new  eases  were  exainiiied  and  70  re-exaiiiinatioris  were  carried 
out  by  Dr.  J^erksoii,  the  consultant  r)phthalniic  surgeon,  at  the  J>irk'  n- 
head  Municipal  Hosf)ital. 

The  new  cases  of  sti'chismus  noted  during  tlie  year  were  ag 
follows  : 

Convergent  : eye  lelt  eye  3tl,  alternating/  2. 

Diver^nati  : Hight  eye  2. 


IV.— oc  i)i<:c!:(;is  ov  and  riiito.\T 


Nuiiilter  (if  (tefccl.'; 


Received  opeiutive  treiitiiieiit 


Under  the 
Authority’s  sctieine 
ill  clinic  or  ho.sjiital, 
(see  note  b) 


By  jn  ivate 
pnctitioner  or  h<w-  j 
jiilal,  ajiart  from 
tlie  .\iitliorit>  s 
.schenie 


'lotal 


lieceived  oilier 
forms  of 
treatment 


Total  nunihej 
treated 


(1) 

c 

2) 

(iJ) 

(4) 

(5) 

b) 

1 (ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 

(i) 

(ii) 

(Hi) 

(iv)  u)  j (ii)  j(iii) 

; b V 

36  1 

9 

5 

O 

o 

4 

- 

- 

- to  9 

3 

9S 

(i) 

Tonsils  only 

(ii) 

.Adenoids  only. 

iii,  ' 

Tonsils 

and  adenoids. 

(iv)  Other  defects  of  the  nose  and  tliroat. 

A total  of  180  childi’en  referred  to  the  Consultant  Aurist  anc 
Laryng-ologist  was  examined  during  the  year. 


GIIOUP  V.— OHrUOIhKDlC  AND  DOisTPHAL  DDFDC'r.S  [sec  note  c) 


Under  the  .Vntlmrity'.s 
Scheme 

Otlierwi.se 

(see  no’e  b) 

(-  ) 

(2.) 

Xon-residenti;U  t reatment 

Xon-resiilential  treatment 

at  an  Orthopaedic  Clinic 

at  an  Orthoiuedic  Clittic 

Number  of  children  treated 

261  1 

7 

1.  Examinatiotis  carried  out  at  the  clinic  by  the  orthopedic 
surgeon.  — At  the  Clinic  the  Orthopiedic  Surgeon  attended  on  27 
occasions  during  the  year.  The  after-care  sister  also  made  27 
attendances. 

234  new  cases  were  dealt  wdtli,  as  compared  with  226  in  the 
previous  year. 


Tuberculous  cases  4 

Non-tuberculous  cases — 

Under  school  age 95 

Of  school  age  135 

Over  school  age  — 


234 
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There  were  320  re-examinations  made,  as  compared  with  5o4  in 
1943  : — 

Tuberculous  cases  19 

Non-tubercuious  cases — 

Under  school  age  51 

Of  school  age  250 

Over  school  age  — 


320 

The  average  number  of  cases  seen  by  the  surgeon  per  session 
was  21. 

In  the  following  table  Mr.  Horace  Davies  sets  out  a classification 
of  cases  dealt  with  and  shows  the  results  of  treatment  : 


Disease  Categia-ies 

New 

Cases 

' Ke-Exaniination.s 

Discharged  during  1944 

Under 

School 

A^e 

Under 

5 

y 

! 

iKKil 

t 

1 " 

1 

! " 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1 M. 

1 

i F. 

M. 

! 

F. 

oiigeiutiil  Defoj  iuities  : 

i 

1 

i 

Trunk 

1 

2 

] 

2 

3 

1 

Upper  Limb  

2 

1 

i 

Lower  Limb  

3 

3 

1 

3 

3 

1 "2 

8 

6 

5 

1 

i 

equired  Deformities  : 

! 

Flat  Foot  

16 

21 

40 

25 

9 

8 

62 

66 

42 

3 

2 

Hallux  Valgus 

1 

o 

1 

1 

4 

2 

1 

i • ■ - 

Postural  Kyphosis  k Scoliosis. 

5 

3 

6 

17 

6 

Knock  Knee  

13 

12 

1 

"s 

i 8 

3 

9 

Bow  Lee' 

5 

8 

2 

2 

6 

Other  Conditions 

1 

2 

1 

4 

2 

1 

H'eetions  of  Skeleton  ; 

1 

hickets  

1 

2 

3 

1 

3 

3 

4 

Other  Conditions  . . 

j 

j 

Sections  of  Nervous  System  ; 

... 

Spastic  Paralysis  

1 

2 

1 

6 

7 

Infantile  

2 

2 

13 

2 

Peripheral  Nerve  Lesions  ... 

5 

1 

Other  Conditions  

1 

2 

”2 

4 

3 

Ifections  of  Bone  : 

1 

Osteomyelitis  

1 

1 

1 

Tuberculous  

1 

2 

1 

Other  Conditions  

...  j 

1 

1 

1 

2 

ffections  of  Joints  : 

Tuberculous  

2 

2 

5 

4 

5 

2 

Non- Tuberculous  

1 

ffections  of  Spine  : 

Tuberculous  

1 

1 

5 

2 

1 

Non-Tuberculous  .. 

1 

...  i 

ffections  of  Epiphyses  

1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

ffections  of  Soft  Tissues 

2 

2 

>mplications  of  Trauma  

...  j 

1 

3 

2 

2 

4 

2 

0 Abnormal  Defect  

19 

20 

Totals ... 

42 

53 

73 

66 

31 

1 

20 

119 

150 

88 

13 

4 

2 

— 
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Massage  and  vena  dial  eu’crrises. — -Massage  and  reniedial 
exercises  as  prescril)ed  Ijy  the  Ortliopa.'dic  Surgeon  w ere  provided  by  the 
invalid  Children’s  Association.  (There  is  one  whole-time  and  one  part- 
time  masseuse  on  the  Association’s  staff.) 

Attendance  for  massage  and  remedial  e.xercises  uere  made  by 
clinic  cases  as  follows  : 

Tiibei-culous  cases  -- 


Non-luberculuus  cas(^s— 

Undei-  scliool  age  

Of  scliool  a^^e  4:^0'.) 

(Jv(*r  Sfliool  


r)o7:t 


In  addition  to  the  above,  83  attendances  were  matle  b.\  noii- 
clinic  cases  (that  is  to  say,  cases  sent  to  the  Association  by  orthopiedic 
surgeons  attached  to  voluntary  hospitals,  etc.)  as  follows:  — 

IJiiflei-  school  age  

Of  school  age  


3.  Surgical  apparatus — sphnts,  etc. — These  are  provided  by  the 
Associ.ation,  the  number  of  cases  dealt  with  during  the  past  year  being 


* O 1.  V 

as  follow's  : 

Under  School 

(Jf  School 

Over  School 

Age 

.A”? 

Age 

Tuberculous  cases— 

Clinic  cases  

— 

'J 

Non-clinic  cases  

— 

— 

Nori-tuberculons  cases— 

Clinic  cases  

102 

10.") 

11 

Non-clinic  cases  

48 

118 

16 

4.  Milk,  tonics,  convalescence,  after-care. — Most  useful  work  is 
also  done  by  the  Association  in  providing  milk,  tonics,  etc.,  for  iiatients 
for  whom  these  have  been  })rescribcd  by  the  orlhopccdic  stirgeon  and 
other  doctors,  and  in  following  up  and  helping  patients  who  have 
passed  through  the  stage  of  active  treatment  : 

Under  School 

Children  supplied  with  milk — 

Tuberculous  cases — 

Clinic  cases  — 

Non-clinic  cases  — 

Non-tuberculous  cases — 

Clinic  cases  — 

Non-clinic  cases  — 

Children  supplied  with  tonics — 

Tuberculous  cases— 

Clinic  cases  — 

Non-clinic  cases  — 

Non-tuberculous  cases — 

Clinic  cases  7 

Non-clinic  cases  5 


Of  School  Over  School 
Age  Age 
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Children  sent  to  Convalescent  Homes  and  Country  Hospitals — 

Under  School 

Of  School 

Over  School 

Age 

Age 

Age 

Tuberculous  cases — 

Clinic  cases  

— 

1 



Non-clinic  cases  



1 



Non-tuberciilous  cases — 

Clinic  cases  

37 

122 

8 

Non-clinic  cases  

14 

37 

7 

5.  Birhcnhead  OrtliopaedAc  Hospital. — At  this  institution 
children  suffering  from  orthopaedic  defects  of  tuberculous  origin  are 
treated.  Many  are  cases  who  have  passed  through  a course  of  treat- 
ment at  Leasow^e  xlospitai,  or  are  awaiting  admission  to  that  institution. 


6.  Treatment  hy  Ultra-Violet  lUiys- — At  the  North  Clinic  a 
tctal  of  14  children  of  school  age  made  174  attendances  during  the  year. 

still  under 

Vot  treatment  at 

iiiiprovcd  lmpi(>\ed  hied  end  of  year 

Debility  4 — — 2* 

Tuberculosis  1 — 1 — 

Anaemia  2 — — — 

Bronchitis  2 — — — 

Hi(‘kets  — — — — 

Other  conditions  ...  2 — — — 

11  — 1 2 

In  addition  233  attendances  were  made  by  children  below  and 
above  school  age. 

At  the  South  Clinic  a total  of  3 children  of  school  age  made  33 
attendances  during  the  year.  ' 

Still  under 

Not  treatment  at 

Improved  Improved  Died  end  of  year 

Debility  — — — - — 

Tuberculosis  — — — 1 

.-\n8einia  — — — — 

Bronchitis  — — — 1 

Rickets  1 _ _ _ 

Other  conditions...  — — — — 

1 — — 2 

In  addition  820  attendances  were  made  by  children  below  and 
above  school  age. 


At  the  premises  of  the  Invalid  Children’s  Association  a total  of  84 
children  of  school  age  made  1,505  attendances  during  the  year. 


Improved 

Not 

Improved 

Died 

Still  under 
treatment  at 
end  of  year 

Debilitv  

..  41 

1 

— 

31 

Tuberculosis  

3 

2 

— 

2 

AucEmia  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Bronchitis  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Rickets  

3 

— 

— 

1 

Other  conditions. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

47 

3 

— 

‘ 34 

— 

— 

— 

— 

In  addition  781  attendances  were  made  by  children  below’  and 
above  school  age. 
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DENTAL  INSPECTION  AND  TREATMENT 

(1)  Number  of  children  who  were:— 

(a)  Inspected  by  ihe  Dentist  : 

Routine  age  groups— 

aged  5 651 

aged  6 1177 

aged  7 1079 

aged  8 1110 

aged  9 llol 

aged  10  1072 

aged  11  997 

aged  12  938 

aged  13  788 

aged  14  88 

9001 

(0)  Specials  (see  note  e)  2045 

(c)  TOTAL  (Routine  and  Specials) 11046 

(2)  Number  found  to  rerfuire  treatment  7585 

(3)  Number  actually  treated  5423 

(4)  Attendances  made  by  cliildieji  for  treainienl  6371 

(5)  Half-days  devoted  to  : - 

Inspection  129 

Treatment 1079 

Total  1208 

(6)  Fillings  (see  note  J):— 

Permanent  Teeth  2758 

Temporary  Teeth  58 

Total  2816 

(7)  Extractions  :— 

Permanent  Teeth  1387 

Temporary  Teeth  6078 

'I'otal  7465 

(8)  Administrations  of  general  anaesthetic  for  extractions  ...  2382 

(9)  Other  Operations 

Permanent  Teeth  2025 

Temporary  Teeth  314 

Total  — Zm 

Cleanliness  of  teeth.— The  children  examined  were  classified 
according  to  cleanliness  of  teeth  as  follows  : 

Clean  4497 

Fairly  clean  3594 

Dirty  910 

9001 

Condition  of  ^ums. — The  following  figures  show  the  condition  of 
the  gums  of  the  children  examined  : 

Gums  healthy  7167 

Gums  inflamed  953 

Gums  septic  881 


9001 
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Condition  of  bite. — This  was  found  to  be  as  set  out  below  ; 

Bite  good  6838 

Bite  fair  2007 

Bite  bad  156 

9001 


Notices  were  sent  to  the  parents  of  the  7,585  children  found  to 
require  dental  treatment,  with  the  following  results:  — 


Hefased  to  have  trealnient  done  or  did  not  reply  ...  426 
Slated  that  treatment  would  be  obtained  privately  ...  510 
Requested  treatment  at  the  Dental  Clinie  6649 


7585 


Of  the  6,649  children  for  whom  treatment  at  the  clinic  was 
requested  : 

5094  were  treated  before  the  end  of  tlie  year 
922  did  not  attend  wlien  sent  for 
633  were  awairing  treatment  at  the  end  of  the  year 

6649 


The  total  number  of  children  treated  at  the  clinic  during  1944  was  ; 


• Following  on  1943  inspections  329 

Following  on  1944  inspections  5094 


5423 

5,077  treatments  were  completed  during  the  year. 

3,639  parents  paid  Is.  each  and  26  parents  6d.  each  for  treatment 
'or  their  children,  the  total  amount  paid  being  £182.  12.  Od.  2,007 
children  were  treated  free  of  charge. 


UNCLEANLINESS  AND  YERMINOUS  CONDITIONS 


(i)  Average  number  of  visits  per  school  made  during  the 

year  by  the  Health  Visitors  and  Nurses’  Assistants  ...  20 

(ii)  Total  number  of  examinations  of  children  in  the  schools 

by  Health  Visitors  and  Nurses’  Assistants  62381 

(hi)  Number  of  individual  children  found  unclean  {see  note 

g)  • 2245 

(iv)  Number  of  individual  children  cleansed  under  Section 

87  (2)  and  (3)  of  the  Education  Act,  1921  - 


(v)  Number  of  cases  in  which  legal  proceedings  were  taken: — 

(a)  Under  the  Education  Act,  1921  — 

{b)  Under  the  School  Attendance  Byelaws  — 

The  Health  Visitor.s  paid  138  visits  to  the  homes  of  children  i a 
egard  to  uncleanliness  and  verminous  disease  (117  first  visits,  21 
■e-visits) , 
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In  accordaru^e  with  a Bcheine  to  assist  inotliers  eiif^a'^ocl  on  war 
work  to  keep  their  children’s  lieads  free  from  infectious  skin  discfjs'*. 
377  cliildren  made  1,199  attendances  to  tlie  Skin  Clinic  for  treatment 
dui’ing  tlie  year. 


NO'l'ES  ON  IWIil.ES  'pa-es 

(d)  'I'Ik'  'I'able  deals  with  all  deferls  treated  during  the  year,  liowever 
they  were  brought  to  the  Authority’s  notice,  i.e.,  whether  by  routine  inspec- 
lion,  special  inspection,  or  otherwise,  during  the  yi'ar  in  quesliun  or 
previously. 

(h)  'J'his  headijig  includes  all  cases  that  recfdved  trealinent  under  definite 
an-angenicjits  or  agreerneids  for  treatnient  made  by  the  Local  Education 
Anthuiity  and  sanctioned  by  the  Hoard  of  Education  under  Section  SO  of  the 
Education  .\ct,  1921.  Cases  which,  after  Ijcing  leconunended  for  treatment 
or  advised  to  obtain  it,  actually  received  treatment  by  private  practitioners, 
or  by  means  of  direct  ap[)Iication  to  hospitals,  or  by  the  use  of  hospital 
tickets  supi'lied  by  juivate  persons,  etc.,  are  entered  under  other  headings. 

ir)  Postural  defects  whjch  received  non-residential  treatment  otherwise 
than  at  an  orlhonaedic  clinic  are  not  recorded  in  this  Talde. 

{(1)  A child  may  be  recorded  in  more  tlian  one  category  and  therefore 
the  total  number  of  children  treated  will  not  necessarily  be  the  same  as 
the  sum  of  the  figures  in  the  sei)arate  categories. 

(e)  The  heading  “ Specials  ” in  this  'I’able  relates  to  all  children 
inspected  by  the  School  Dentist  otherwise  th;ui  in  the  com  sc  of  the  routine 
inspection  of  children  in  one  of  the  age  gictups  coveied  by  the  Authority’s 
at)proved  scheme,  namely,  to  children  sf)ecialiy  selected  by  him.  or  referred 
by  Medical  Officers,  Parents,  Teachers,  etc.,  on  account  of  urgency. 

if)  Temporary  fillings,  whether  in  peirnanent  or  temporary  teeth,  are 
recorded  as  other  operations. 

ig)  (i)  All  cases  of  uncleanliness,  how'ever  slight,  are  recorded. 

(ii)  The  return  relates  to  individual  children  and  not  to  instances  of 
uncleanliness. 

SECONDARY  SCHOOLS 

The  powers  and  duties  of  local  education  authorities  with  regard  to 
medical  inspection  and  treatment  in  secondary  schools  and  continuation 
schools  are  set  out  in  Section  80  of  the  Education  Act,  1921. 

There  are  no  continuation  schools  provided  by  the  local  education 
authority. 


MEDICAL  INSPECTION 

A. -ROUTINE  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS 


Number  of  inspections  887 

B.— OTHER  INSPECTIONS 

Number  of  Special  Inspections  54 

In  schools  — 

In  clinics  54 

Number  of  Ee-Inspections  1352 

In  schools  1333 


In  clinics  19 
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The  following  schools  were  inspected,  the  totals  and  numbers  found, 
defective  being  shown  : 

No.  Inspected  No.  found 


defective* 

Girls’  SecoJidary  School  241  37 

Tlie  Convent  Secondary  School  177  13 

Hock  Ferry  High  Scliool  169  1.1 

Pack  Higli  School 136  7 

Birkenhead  Institute  164  14 


887  80 


• Excluding  those  with  defective  teeth  and  defects  of  nutrition. 


Included  in  the  total  are  570  who  were  inspected  as  entrants  to 
these  schools. 
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RETURN  OF  DEFECTS  FOUND  BY  MEDICAL  INSPECTION 


Defect  or  disease 

(1) 

llnutinH  In.spectioii 

Special  In.^pectioim 

No.  of  Defects 

No.  of 

Defects 

Keiiuiriiig 

tre.itiiieiil 

(21 

Kequiririf: 
to  t»e  kejtl 
under  ob- 
servjit  ion, 
luit  not 
requirin;; 
1 reatiiiein 

CD 

Keipiirin^ 

1 leaUnent 

U) 

! Itequiring 

to  be  kept 
luutler  ob' 
servaiiori, 
j but  not 
i requiring 
; treatment 

' J-'*’ 

Skin:  Kiiii^wnnn — Scalp  

liodv  

— 

Scabies  

1 

- 

Iinpeti<i;() 

Ollier  diseases  (iioji-t uliei'culous)  

Kve  : lilepharitis  

;; 

Conjuiictivdtis  

g 

— 

Other  conditions  (excluding  defective  vision 

and  squint) 

i 1 

*2 

■ — 

Defective  vision  (excluding  S(|uint)  

DJ 

— 

— 

Squint 

i 

i — 

— 

Ear  : Otitis  media  

— j 

— 

Defective  hearing  

- 

i — 

Other  ear  diseases  

“J  i 

4 

— 

Nose  and  throat : Chronic  tonsillitis  only  

u i 

— 

Adenoids  Old  V 

- 

— 

— 

Other  conditions  

o 1 

:l 

— 

Enlarged  cervical  glands  (non  tuberculous) 

— i 

1 

1 

— 

Defective  speech  

— 

-- 

— 

— 

Heart  and  circulation  : 

Functional  

o 

— 

— 

Organic  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Anaemia  

4 

4 

q 

— 

Lungs— Bronchitis  

1 

o 

— 

— 

Other  non-tuberculous  diseases  

1 

1 

1 

— 

Tuberculosis  — Non-pulnionary  — Bones, 

Joints 

— 

1 

• 

Nervous  system — Chorea  

— 

— 

1 

— 

Epilepsy 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  conditions  

— 

— 

— j 

— 

Deformities  : Spinal  curvature  

o 

1 

— ' 

— 

Rickets  



— i 

— 

Other  forms  

/ 

2*2 

3 

— 

Other  defects  and  diseases  (excluding  defects  of 

i 

nutrition,  uncleanliness  and  dental  diseases;  ... 

0 

6 

20 

Total  number  of  defects  

75 

76 

54 

— 
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RETURN  OF  DEFECTS  TREATED  DURING  THE  YEAR 

TiiEATMENT  TABL.ES 


GROUP  I.— MINOR  AILMENTS 


I^efect  or  disease. 


Number  of  defects  treated  or 
under  treatment  during  th.e 
year,  under  the  Authority 
scheme. 


Skin  : Ringworm  -Scalp 


Body  

Scabies  — 

Other  skin  diseases  o 

Minor  eye  defects 3 

Minor  ear  defects  4 

Minor  nose  and  throat  defects  3 

Miscellaneous  (e.g.  minor  injuries,  bruises,  etc.)  6 


Total  19 


19  children  made  57  attendances  for  treatment  during  the  year. 
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GROUP  II. — DEFECTIVE  MSION  AND  SQLTN'r  ^excluding  Minor  Eye  Defects; 


No.  of  defects 

dealt  with 

J{y 

Defect  or  disease 

Under  t he 
Authoriry'.s 
>clieine 

private  prac- 
titioner or  at 
hos]>ita],  apart 
fioni  the 
Aiithorits  s 
M-henie 

( ttherw  ise 

Total 

(1) 

C!) 

USl 

Eiroi'S  of  Refraction  (including 

squint)  

i 

d 

1 

98 

Total  rininber  of  i hildreii  for  wlioiii  sj»e<  tacle.^  \V(‘ro  prescribed 
under  tlie  Aiillioiity’s  Sclieiiie  8S 

Tolal  number  of  children  who  obtained  or  recei\ed  sjjectacles— 

(a)  uridei-  the  Authority’s  Scheme  70 

(b)  otherwise  (I 


lo4  eliildreii  were  siihiiiilted  to  refraction  at  llie  l\ve  (dinic. 

52  new  cases  were  examined.  Speed acdes  were  prescribed  for  24 
of  them,  the  remainder  being  found  to  be  emmetrojiic  or  cases  for 
whom  spectacles  were  of  no  benefit.  82  children  attended  for  re- 
examination. 


GROUP  III.— TREATMENT  OF  DEFECTS  OF  NOSE  AND  THROAT 

Number  of  children  who  leceived  operative  treatment  

Number  of  childieii  who  received  treatment  other  than  Ijy  operation  ... 


GROUP  IV.— 0RTH0P.F:DIC  AND  POSTURAL  DEFECTS 


Under  the  Authority's  Scheni? 
nou-re.sidential  treatment  at  ai 
orthopaedic  clinic. 

Number  of  children  treated  

27 

DENTAL  TREATMENT 


(1)  Treated  

(2)  Attendances  made  by  children  for  treatment  50^ 

(3)  Fillings— Permanent  Teeth  318 

Temporary  Teeth  — 

— 3P 

(4)  Extractions— Permanent  Teeth  Ill 

Temporary  Teeth  27 

(5)  Administrations  of  general  anaesthetics  for  extractions  

(6)  Other  Operations— Permanent  Teeth  2 

Temporary  Teeth  92 


Health  of  school  children 

MISCELLANEOUS 


Children  and  Young  Persons  Act,  1933. — 9 children  sinninoned  to 
appear  before  the  Police  Court  were  examined  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  this  Act. 

Employment  of  Children  Byelaws. — 26  children  were  medically 
examined  as  to  fitness  for  work  under  these  byelaws.  Certificates  were 
granted  in  all  cases. 


Past  Infectious  Diseases. — Enquiry  was  made  at  each  routine 


medical  inspection  as  to  the  infectious  diseases  from  which  the  children 

might  liave  suffered. 

(1) 

Children  aged  3 — 9 

No.  of 

tJasea 

Percentage 

No  Infectious  Disease  . 

356 

9.72 

Measles  

2773 

75.70 

Whooping  Cough  

1811 

49.44 

Scarlet  Fever  

329 

8.98 

Diphtheria  

170 

4.64 

Chicken  Pox  

1543 

42.12 

Mumps  

819 

22.36 

(2) 

Children  aged  10 — 14 

No.  of 

Cases 

Percentage 

No  Infectious  Disease  . 

192 

7.51 

Measles  

1993 

77.97 

Whooping  Cough  

1372 

.53.68 

Scarlet  Fever  

324 

12.68 

Diphtheria  

296 

11.58 

Chicken  Pox  

. 1108 

43.35 

Mnmps  

34.66 

Note. — The  same  child  may  have 

had  more  than  one  of  these  diseases. 

Co-operation  of  Parents.- 

—Parents  attended  at  the  examination  of 

3,645  (58.61%)  of  the  6,219  children  dealt  with  at  routine  inspections. 

Group 

Parents  Present 

Nursery  Classes 

88.89% 

Entrants  

85.98% 

i 

2nd  age  group  ... 

71.89% 

i 

1 

3rd  age  group  ... 

32.18% 

1 

i 

4th  age  group  ... 

23.04% 

Vaccination. — In  the  ordinary  inspjections  children  were  examined 


as  to  vaccination  marks.  Of  the  6,219  children  examined 


3053 

(49.09%) 

showed  no  marks 

2975 

(47.84%) 

showed  one  mark 

127 

( 2.04%) 

showed  two  marks 

12 

( .19%) 

showed  three  marks 

52 

( .84%) 

showed  four  or  more  marks 

1 


58 


Health  oi  xehnnl  children 


Height  and  weight. — Below  are  set  out  the  average  heiglits  and 
weights  (measured  without  footwear)  of  cliildreii  wlio  were  examined 
during  the  course  of  routine  inspections. 


Height 

Boys  Oirls 

1^ 

No.  Ft.  ' Ins.  No.  Ft.  Ins. 


3 years  7,3  3-58  5 3 1-20 

4 years 81  3 .'.-riS  S3  3 1-95 

r.  years  "v r.43  3 7-10  r.l3  3 7-51 

0 years  :',01  3 10-06  263  3 9-60 

7 years  103  4 0-22  .S7  3 11-82 

8 years :>0‘2  4 2-92  493  4 2-72 

9 3'ears  ' 246  4 3 90  ' 22.'.  4 3-80 

12  Wars  3t.9  , 4 9-04  461  4 10-68 

13  Wars  , 499  I 4 11-60  449  U 0-96 

14  years  334  I 5 ri4i  292  o 2-36 


Weiglit 


Age 

Boy.' 

' 1 

Oirl 

N<». 

St. 

1 

I.bH. 

1 

No. 

St. 

Bb.s. 

3 years 

7 

1 

2 ' 

1 

12-57 

5 

' 

2 J 

1 

! 9-60 

4 years  

82 

3 

j 0-48 

83 

2 ^ 

1 1 -04 

5 years  

585 

3 1 

3-04 

571 

3 

1-02 

6 years  

312 

3 i 

i 6 32 

270 

3 , 

4-80 

7 years  

109 

3 

1 11-40 

90 

3 1 

9-20 

S years  

506 

4 

2-82 

500 

4 

1-46 

9 years  

246 

4 

5-82 

•225 

1 4 ' 

4.44 

12  years  

409 

5 

8-14 

460 

. 5 

13-18 

13  years  

501 

6 

2-02 

452 

i 6 

11-40 

14  years  

335 

6 

9-02 

292 

3-00 

